Dear Editor, 

I just wanted to commend you for the 
coup of getting Christine Silverberg onto 
the pages to Outlooks. You have done our 
community a great service by getting her 
involved publically with our community. I 
was listening to CBC this morning and 
once again a national reporter was inter- 
viewing someone from Calgary (Margie 
Taylor) about the article. Try as they 
might, they don’t seem to be able to find 
anything really negative to say. This is 
about the 3rd interview Ihave heard on 
CBC and they have all been basically 


supportive. Thanks again. 
I called my Alderman’s office and the 
Mayor’s office this morning to give them 
my opinion on the article as | am sure they 
are inundated with right-wing calls and I 
hope to help balance that out. I also called 

Chief Silverberg’s office to thank her. 
David Freeman 


Attn: Editor, 

I am writing to tell you how disgusted 
I am that you chose to put a drag queen on 
the cover of the December Outlooks. It’s 
hard enough being gay in this province 


SOO Fh I opie : 
Phin Cfiihoat® pfSrhoting our own negative 


stereotypes to the straights out there. 
Smarten up. 
Giles, Red Deer 


The Editor responds: 

While I am sorry you feel so strongly 
about the appearance of Mr. Devon Mills 
on our most recent cover I cannot help but 
wonder why an image used in the light- 
hearted spirit of the season would cause 
such concern. Like it or not, drag has 
been a longstanding component of our 
community, as valid as leathermen, 


athletes, couch potatoes and investment 
bankers and will not be pushed to the 
sidelines in an effort to make ourselves 
more “acceptable” to the “straights” to 
which you refer. 

-Ed. 


We want your letters. 
Sign your name and include your address 
and phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing. Write to: es 
Letters to the Editor, Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. — 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to dougalld @cadvision.com 


Dear Freddy, 
My lover and I have a cute young 
boarder who we’ve both become quite 
attracted to. We have hinted (and maybe 
more) that we might want to play “tag” 
with him but so far he hasn’t accepted. 
We know he likes us but we don’t want to 
chase him away. What should we do? 
—Puzzled 


Dear Puzzled, 
Bravo, boys, it’s nice to know that 
someone these days still appreciates the 
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q value of subtlety. Be 
patient. And above all 
continue to be subtle. Try 
| grouping the paintings 
and objets d’art in your 
| home in threes. Arrange 
'\ a fruitbowl suggestively 
47 with three bananas and 
six plums. Leave the 
| door open when you pee. 
It’s only a matter of time 
before things come to a 
head (at very least) and 
your little boarder-boy 
leaps enthusiastically into 
your wonderfully unholy 
trinity. 

—F. 


Dear Freddy, 

Recently (October), I 
moved to (algary from a 
little town just outside of 
Sundre. I’ve had a blast doing the party 
circuit but found out that I’m terrible at 
remembering (especially at 
Christmas when there were so many 
people around). Any helpful hints for 
staying on top of this? 


names 


—J.D. 


Dear—what was your name again? 

You poor boy, your head is probably 
still swimming from all those Billy-Joes 
and Bobbi-Maes you had to remember in 
your homeland. Forget about it. You’re a 


MONDAY - FRIDAY SPECIALS 4 -10 PM 


| Monday Munchies 

| Half price appetizers ' 

| 4-10 pm * Dine-in only i : 

| Two-for-one Tuesdays} 

_ Buy one entree, get one free 
4-10 pm * Dine-in only * $10 limit 


Wild Wednesdays 


Free cheeseburger with the 
purchase of a jug of draft 


| 4-10 pm * Dine-in only 
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homosexual—names don’t mean squat. 
Try substituting things like Honey, 
Darling, Princess, Sweetie (oops, strike 
that—too °93), Angelface and Baby. 
Shallowness is your birthright—grab 
some and get back out there. 

é —F 


Dear Freddy, 

I am boarding with a gay couple. 
Recently they have been making passes at 
me. I think they want to have a three- 
some. Do you think threesomes are all 
right? What should I do? 

—One. of... Three? 


Dear One, 

You naughty little pig—you know 
you want it otherwise you wouldn’t have 
taken the time to write and ask my 
opinion. Threesomes are marvelous 
things provided all the piggies are able to 
feast equally from the trough and 
everyone’s there willingly and for the 
right reasons (lust, boredom, etc—pick 
one). Besides, my opinion doesn’t count; 
I’m not the Pope or Martha Stewart. Now 
get to it! 

P.S. Please don’t mess with the fruit- 
bowl—it’s a good thing. 

—F 


Dear Freddy, 

In the apartment building where I 
live, there is a really cute young guy who 
comes on to me all the time. However, 
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whenever I invite him out (not necessarily 

on a date) he backs out at the last minute. 

Should I give up or pursue him harder? 
—Jilted 


Dear Jilted, 

It sounds like you have been getting 
the run-around from your little friend— 
short of discussing the game-playing 
frankly, I suggest you drop the ball and 
move on, if you haven’t already. By the 
way, there’s a boarding house somewhere 
in town with a wicked three-way about to 
happen. Let me put in a good word for 
you... 

—F 


Write to me, dears! 
All letters become the property of 
Outlooks and are subject 
to editing. Write to: 
Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. 
S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to dougalld @cadvision.com 
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The first babe of the New Year! 
Photo by Jason Sawatzky 
Styling by David Crosson 


In an exclusive interview, NDP leader Pam Barrett dis- 
cusses her progressive views on gays and government 


Calgary Hera/d journalist Catherine Ford 
on sexuality, sensibility, and 
the suspect class. 
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Mostly Canadian cast occupies space at 
Toronto’s Royal Alex to rave reviews 


OUR NEW YEAR’S GIFT TO YOU: 12 MONTHS OF MEN! 


Check out our free pullout calendar on pages 16 and 17! 


by lan Grove 

Does a room or space have personality? 
It would seem so as we all can conjure images 
of exciting, challenging and even drab interior 
spaces. While acknowledging that considera- 
tion of function is paramount to the successful 
interior, the infusion of beauty, however 
defined, is also a necessary component for 
success. It is within this translation from the 
creative abstract to the reality of the finished 
space that the ‘personality’ of the space 
evolves. In residential design the personality 
of a client’s home must reflect more than the 
required function as set out by the owner, but 
must reflect their style as well. The rather 
daunting task of combining principles of 
design such as light, form, color, line, point 
and repetition, etc., with the wants and needs 
of the end user(s) represents the greatest 
challenge for the designer. It is a challenge to 
get to know the client(s), sometimes over a 
very short period of time, and be able to 
predict and therefore suggest solutions which 
allow a client to feel perfectly at home in their 
new environment. 

The interior we bring to this issue of 
Outlooks exudes style in a very unusual way. 
The home owners have a passion for Art 
Nouveau and Art Deco style. They live in a 
dynamic four level interior, one with very few 
90 degree corners. The house is an amalga- 
mation of several previous renovations, with 
many curved and oddly angled walls. The 
resulting spaces and volumes prove 
challenging to the traditional or familiar sense 
of interior decor. However, the home truly 
appeals to the owners and, in knowing them, 
a ‘fit’ between dweller and dwelling is 
evident. 

Each of the four levels are linked verti- 
cally by a dramatic and very skillfully 
executed brushed stainless steel railing, which 
hugs the curving staircase. 


EE 


Challenging tradition 


all photos on this page by Ian Grove 


The curving staircase leads 
to the look-out. 


The lower level includes ‘kidland’ with a 
buoyantly flavoured playroom: purple carpet, 
“Barney -green walls, and a crimson ceiling. 
A second bedroom opens onto a walk-out 
foyer and enchanting side garden. 

The main level has two quite separate 
areas: the first being a sort of “Out of Africa’ 
flavoured library and office retreat opening 
onto a romantic walled garden; the second is 
the more formal entertainment area of 
kitchen, living and dining rooms. Also 
evident on the main level is the rather current 
trend of a kitchen open to the living spaces. In 
this case, the kitchen opens directly to the 
living space with the dining room beyond. 
The success of its proximity is primarily due 
to the nature of the finishes in the kitchen. 


The living room, an intimate conversation area, with the 
dining room in the background. 
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The living room is an intimate conversation 
area warmed by rich fabrics and sixteen-foot- 
tall shimmering silk draperies. The dining 
room table is embraced in the curve of the 
outer wall and framed again in silk. 

The second level consists of the master 
suite entirely. Walk-in closet, bathroom, 
water closet, and bedroom radiate off the 
foyer; the view is south and west, incorpo- 
rating city skyline and the mountains. The 
second floor lounge is a more private, relaxed 
living room with a wine bar and fireplace and 
small balcony with a mounatin view. 

At the very top of the stainless curving 
stair is the look-out. The only furnishings are 
a comfortable chaise, a reading lamp, and a 
table, with a 360-degree view opening to a 
small deck. 

So much of the success of remodeling or 
building our environments depends on the 
ability to design spaces which fit the lifestyles 
of the user or client. Exploration into this 
aspect of a client’s life is achieved by conver- 
sation, many, many questions, and clear 
dialogue. This takes time, communication, 
clarifications, and corrections and is often 
very challenging. Designers learn much by 
knowing what a client likes and dislikes. But 
through this exploration and understanding 


The library has an “Out Of 
Africa” flavour. 


genuinely enjoyable spaces are created. In 
other words, using an interior designer can 
result in an interior which the client cannot 
distinguish exactly where the ‘designer’ left 
off and the ‘client’ began. 

Ian Grove is a well-known Calgary 
interior designer and can be reached at 261- 
7877. 
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Optimism and opportunity in *98 


by Roy Heale 

It’s a New Year! 1998. The wonderful 
holiday season, hopefully spent with family 
and friends, is behind us and now we can 
look forward with optimism and hope to new 
beginnings in a New Year. Personally, ’m 
excited by the prospect of changes within 
Alberta during 1998. Our bustling economy 
sets the mood, not just for economic change, 
but hopefully our provincial government will 


find time for the social aspects of their 
mandate. The outcome of the Delwin Vriend 
case, currently before the Supreme Court, is 
certain to make all Albertans reflect upon the 
equality of rights for lesbian and gay citizens 
in this wonderful province. As a community 
we can. all work together by lobbying 
federal, provincial and municipal politicians 
for a greater political awareness of equality. 
Let’s make 1998 a year to remember with 
pride! 

In this issue we welcome and thank our 
guest columnist Catherine Ford, who is well 
known throughout the province—and across 
Canada—for her opinions on a wide range of 
topics. Catherine is a national opinion and 
political affairs columnist with Southam and 
a frequent radio and television commentator. 
In her guest column on page 7 Catherine 
poses the question “are these really the Gay 
90's?” Let’s hope so! 


NEW YEAR’S GIFT TO YOU, OUR 
READERS 
This month we have dedicated our 
centre colour spread to some of our models 
from 1997 in a special calendar—just for 
you. We hope you will make use of it with a 


sense of pride in our community. If you 
would like to laminate or frame it for year 
round use, we have made arrangements with 
two galleries to assist you: in Edmonton, 
Kamena Galleries (located at 7510 - 82 
Avenue and 9939 - 170 Street) and in 
Calgary, Prints Charming (located at 1409 - 
llth Street S.W.) will welcome your 
enquiries. 

In our business community 1998 is full 


of new beginnings. Edmonton will see the 
opening of a new gay sauna and bath house, 
Calgary will enjoy a new night club and live 
theatre comes to Arena, just to mention a few 
of the signs that this year will prove Alberta 
really is a gay friendly province and not a 
redneck bastion. To all of our readers, we 
wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous 
1998; enjoy it with pride in yourself, your 
life and your ambitions. 
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ARENA HOSTS HOSANNA 

The Down Right Canadian Theatre 
Company presents French-Canadian 
playwright Michel Tremblay’s Hosanna at 
Arena. 

The Company invites everyone to 
experience an evening of laughter and 
tragic realizations with Hosanna—in her 
own opinion, the best 
Elizabeth Taylor doing 
city. 

Showtimes are Tuesday through 
Saturday, January 13 - 24, at 7:30 pm. 
Tickets are $9 and must be picked up by 
7:15 on the night of the show. For more 
information or reservations call 617-0200. 


Cleopatra in the 


NEW COMING-OUT WEBSITE 


LAUNCHES 
Closeted gays and puzzled parents 
now have a new resource. 


www.AllTogether.com recently became the 
first non-profit website aimed solely at 
confidential coming out 
answers and resources. 

The website is supported by “Who's 
The Boss?” actors Judith Light and Danny 
Pintauro. 

Pintauro, who played Jonathan on the 
show, and recently came out in the 
National Enquirer, said “when I first came 
out, I had trouble finding help, especially 


providing safe, 


impersonator of 


when I told my parents. AllTogether.com 
helps people find confidential answers to 
their own questions, and allows straight 
people to ask a lot of the ‘dumb’ questions 
theyre afraid to ask of their gay children, 
friends, parents, or co-workers.” 

“T have talked to parents who have had 
no place to go where their anonymity 
would be respected and their feelings 
would be responded to,” said Light. 
“That’s why I’m delighted with the advent 
of AllTogether.com.” 


NEWFOUNDLAND ADDS GAYS TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS CODE 
The Newfoundland House of 
Assembly voted Tuesday to add sexual 
orientation to the Canadian province’s 
Human Rights Code. The measure was 
adopted with very little debate, the Evening 
Telegram reported December 3 
Newfoundland’s premier Brian Tobin 
campaigned on a promise to add sexual 
orientation to the human rights charter a 
year and a half ago. However, local gay 
rights advocates say that only after threat- 
ening to take the case to the Canadian high 
court did Tobin move on the resolution. 
Newfoundland’s adoption of sexual 
orientation into its Human Rights Code 
leaves only Prince Edward Island and 
Alberta without provincial protections for 
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their gay and lesbian citizens. 


NEW NEWS CHANNEL ANNOUNCES 
PLANS FOR GAY CONTENT 

Toronto’s CHUM-TV has announced 
plans to include regular gay programming 
on its new news channel Pulse 24. The 
details have not yet been finalized, but a 
spokesperson for CHUM said that the 
channel, to be launched January 30, 1998, 
will be committed to covering the gay and 
lesbian community regularly and fairly. 

Sadly, the new channel will only be 
available in southern Ontario. 


. .ONE STEP BACK 

Despite vigorous protests from 
students and teachers, a West Virginia 
school board is standing by its decision to 
ban 17 books — ranging from “The Color 
Purple” to “100 Questions & Answers 
About AIDS” — because they contain 
“profanity, sexually explicit language and 
descriptions of rape, molestation and 
homosexual behavior.” On November 20, 
the Jackson County School Board voted 3- 
2 to keep the books off high school library 
shelves, pending further review. “I do 
what’s best for the kids, not the parents, not 
the teachers,” said board member Happy 
Joe Parsons, who supported the ban. 

The school board did agree to review 
each of the banned books, with the excep- 


tion of “The Color Purple” — which was 
banned outright. Alice Walker’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novel is a story of African- 
American family life, and includes refer- 
ences to lesbianism. 

Though voting to ban “The Color 
Purple,’ Parsons admitted that he had 
never actually read the book. “What it said 
on the first page was all I needed to hear,” 
he explained. Fellow board member 
Bernard King agreed, adding: “It could 
lead to different sex games and violence 
and other things we have seen in the past.” 
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Progress in the Gay ’90’s 


by Catherine Ford 

No New Year’s resolutions, but a new 
year’s prediction: These, too, will eventu- 
ally be known as The Gay °90s. 

It might take a decade of the next 
century for hindsight and historians to get 
together on the definition, but the sobri- 
quet will surely prove too irresistible. 

One hundred years ago, the writer 
Oscar Wilde was reviled for “the love that 
dares not speak its name.” After being 
released from prison in 1897, Wilde left 
his wife and son and joined his lover, Lord 
Alfred Douglas. Three years later, in 
1900, Wilde would die in poverty, aged 
only 46. 

By the time of the century’s turn, and 
the 100th anniversary of Wilde’s death, a 
world he could never have envisioned will 
have been realized. Homosexuality may 
not yet be considered mainstream, but it is 
no longer a sufficient cause for discrimina- 
tion. 

Like the men and women who still 
discriminate against blacks or Jews, those 
who continue a bigotry against homosex- 
uals are considered infra dig—caught in a 
time warp of fear and loathing. 

It still exists, as racism, anti-Semitism 
and anti-feminism exists. But it is no 
longer socially acceptable. Better, it is no 
longer legally acceptable in many cases. 
(That Alberta has yet to amend its human 
rights legislation to prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation—and has 
sought legal permission to continue 
thusly—is merely a matter of time and 
pressure from Albertans who recognize 
that discrimination against the one is 
discrimination against the all.) 

Quietly, with little public recognition, 
ordinary companies have changed their 
policies over the years to grant same-sex 
benefits to their employees. Just last 
summer, B.C. passed a law giving same- 
sex couples legal status when it comes to 
their children. A month later, the United 
Church called on the federal government 
to amend the Income Tax Act to recognize 
same sex couples. The resolution was 
passed in the wake of changes to the 
Canadian Human Rights Act to include 
sexual orientation as a prohibited ground 
for discrimination. In October, an Ontario 
judge ruled unconstitutional the denial of 
life insurance benefits to the survivor of a 
same sex couple. 

Such changes come incrementally, 
slowly, inching the laws and the country 
forward to real equality. The changes 
come despite adverse reaction, neo- 
conservative backlash, and the natural 
inertia of the status quo. But come they 
do. 

The reason is simple: they are the 
right actions for a nation to take when 


committed to equality 


of opportunity. But 
nothing comes fast 
enough for those 


already at the finish 
line and anxious for the 
eventual * results. 
Nothing will be soon 
enough, quick enough, 
or far enough for any of 
the action groups 
seeking to advance the 
gay rights agenda. 

It’s tough to tell 
people convinced they 
are right that they must 
learn to appreciate the 
time lag between idea 
and realization. It’s 
even tougher to 
convince such groups 
that outrageous demon- 
strations and acts do 
nothing to advance 
their cause. In fact, 
Gay Pride parades and 
open demonstrations of 
acts better left private 
do little but convince 
the Neanderthals they 
were right in the first 
place. 

(If the truth were 
told, I rather object to 
heterosexual displays of sexuality in 
public, too.) 

What gives me the right to speak for 
or against the human rights, civil liberties 
and daily lives of a group to which I don’t, 
and can’t, belong? God knows, the “some 
of my best friends...” won’t cut it. But 
what might justify my observations could 
be the simple fact of knowledge and 
experience. To be a female who has lived 
through more than 30 years of feminism 
and the rewriting of the entire lexicon of 
male-female relations and _ family 
dynamics is to know, in intimate detail, the 
anger, the exclusion and the triumphs of 
being an outcast. 

Tony Kushner, author of Angels in 
America, described—in an interview with 
writer David Savran—what he says consti- 
tutional law calls the suspect class. “It isn’t 
a community of like-minded people with 
similar material interests... but rather a 
group that has been formed, to a certain 
degree, by hostility from without. From 
the point of view of the constitution (of the 
United States) the forces that shape the 
group into a class are suspect rather than 
the people in the class.” 

Little is as suspect to the natural ruling 
class than uppity underlings. And for 
those born to the purple—that is, white, 
straight males—deviancy of any kind can 


be seen as a threat, particularly if the gods 
failed to provide the money, brains and 
upwardly-mobile opportunities that secure 
the socio-economic position to go with the 
expectations. 

As a woman who entered a job market 
in 1964, the process of demanding, getting 
and holding on to the jobs and privileges 
that men consider their right and due has 
been taxing. It is particularly irritating to 
have young women dismiss efforts made 
on their behalf by those who went before 
them, although at the same time it is ironic 
(and pleasantly so) to consider young 
women today deny feminism because a 
couple of generations of feminists worked 
their butts off to give them that choice. 

Nonetheless, being a member of a so- 
called suspect class is a curiously apt 
description, as it singles out the group and 
not the individual. (This is where the 
“some of my best friends...” justification 
fits.) 

For example: Most men and women 
marry. Most women are feminists (at least 
of the equal pay for work of equal value, or 
equality of opportunity variety.) Thus, 
most men are married to feminists. 
Therefore, where do all these ball-busting, 
man-hating, plaid-shirt-wearing feminists 
come from? 

So, too, with gays and lesbians, with 
homosexuals of all stripes and colors. 


it’s tough to tell peo- 
ple convinced they 
are right that they 
must learn to appre- 
ciate the time lag 
between idea and 


realization. 
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Catherine Ford 


Each one has a mother and father; many 
have sisters and brothers, each is a member 
of someone’s family. 

But we don’t hate and discriminate 
against Bill, the neighbor’s gay son, or 
against Cousin Fred, or Uncle Ned’s 
brother’s daughter’s really close friend 
Amber with whom she shares a condo in 
downtown Vancouver with two cats and a 
collection of New Age crystals. Nope, we 
discriminate against “those fags.” The 
others. The group. 

In Perestroika, part one of Angels in 
America, the much-reviled right-wing 
lawyer, Roy Cohn, is portrayed as nasty a 
piece of business as you'd find. The 
mythical, on-stage figure puts his beefy 
finger directly on the problems faced by 
homosexuals: power and perception. 

On stage, Cohn’s doctor is trying to 
tell him he has AIDS. Cohn counters that 
the doctor is hung up on labels. “Like all 
labels they tell you one thing and one thing 
only: where does an individual so identi- 
fied fit in the food chain, in the pecking 
order? Not ideology or sexual taste, but 
something much simpler: clout. Not who I 
f*** or who f***s me, but who will pick 
up the phone when I call, who owes me 
favors. This is what a label refers to. 

“Now to someone who does not 
understand this, homosexual is what I am 
because I have sex with men. But really 
this is wrong. Homosexuals are not men 
who sleep with other men. Homosexuals 
are men who in fifteen years of trying 
cannot get a pissant anti-discrimination 
bill through city council. 

“Homosexuals are men who know 
nobody and who nobody knows. Who 
have zero clout...” 

He’s right, and that’s the challenge for 
these Gay ’90s: to make sexual orientation 
as irrelevant to power and privilege as 
being female is to being a lawyer, or black 
is to being a doctor. 

Catherine Ford is a national opinion 
and political affairs columnist with the 
Calgary Herald and a frequent radio and 
TV commentator. She was raised and 
educated in Calgary and Edmonton. 
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by Darren Mcinnes 

There’s something oddly comforting 
and equally disturbing about New 
Year’s—kind of like sitting in an old man’s 
lap. The process never changes. Nor do 
the expectations, and the plans get 
discussed as early as Labor Day. Should 
you make a quiet dinner for a few friends 
or attend some huge, anonymous party and 
make faces at loud-mouthed, ex-jock 
salesmen and their equally offensive 
chick-wives? Spend it with friends, or 
hole-up inside your apartment eating 
hummus and watching old porn flicks like 
a sexually frustrated mole? Go away so 
that you can slut around without half the 
community knowing about it before noon 
the next day, or stay at home and squeeze 
just a bit more notoriety out of your murky 
reputation? The parties rarely live up to 
the hype and the midnight kisses never 


lead to anything but a romp in the hay (if 


you're lucky) or a runny nose and bad 
cough (if you’re not). 

And then there are the New Year’s 
resolutions: the Tradition of the Damned. 
With the best of intentions, you make a list 
impossible to keep, then get down on 
yourself when, at 11:00 p.m. on January 
3rd, you find yourself: 

1. Eating three cans of Pringles 
Ranch potato chips (with the other hand) 
while wearing your slightly off-color, 
vaguely musty jockeys and listening to 
“Chuck E’s in Love” by Ricki Lee Jones. 
In the dark. For the third time. With your 
television set turning your blinds-drawn- 
living-room a flickery shade of blue. 

2. Skipping the 
cigarette, a platter of mahi-mahi, and six 


gym in favor of a 


cocktails... you have to drink because you 
only let yourself smoke when there’s 
alcohol in your sensitive system. It makes 


sense at the time. 

3. Having sex with someone whose 
name you can’t remember because you’ ve 
decided not to bother 


anymore. You’re not easy, you're just 


even asking 


Resolution 


hormonally-challenged. 

There’s more guilt potential packed 
into one New Year’s resolution than five 
Catholic boys masturbating for the first 
time. Together. So break the cycle of guilt 
(it is a wasted emotion, after all) and make 
up a list that is easy to follow, fun to break, 
and free of potential misery. Here, then, is 
the traditional resolution list, converted for 
gay friends evyerywhere—even those of 
you who think I’m a shallow, vindictive 
twat who writes fluff for cash. 


THE GAY 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION LIST: 


il 
¢ I will not speak ill of anyone else. 
¢ I will not speak ill of anyone else’s 
outfit. 
¢ I will not speak ill of anyone else’s 
outfit when that person is within earshot. 
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¢ I will find the man of my dreams— 
the man I will spend the rest of my life 
with. 

¢ I will find a man to date—a man who 
can put up with my emotional baggage and 
endless demands for at least a fortnight. 

¢[ will buy a dildo and a blow-up Ken 
doll—a blow-up Ken who can withstand a 
good pounding when I’ve had a hard day 
at work and pass as a real human being 
when I stick him in the passenger seat of 
my car and drive past the windows of gay 
bars really, really fast at night. 


3. 
¢ I will not spend gobs of money on 
clothes. 
¢ I will not spend gobs of money on 
clothes that I'm buying for 
occasion. 


only one 

¢ | will not spend gobs of money on 
clothes that I’m buying for one 
occasion unless that outfit will make my 
friends green with envy because | found it 


only 
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revolution 


first and it looks completely fabulous on 
me. 


4. 
¢ I will quit smoking. 
e I will quit blowing smoke on the 
people around me. 
¢ I will quit blowing smoke on the 
people around me when they quit acting 
like clean-air Nazis. 


5. 
¢ T will call my dad more often. 
¢ I will call my dad names more often. 
¢ I will call my dad names more often 
because he was a cold-hearted bastard who 
never showed his love and turned my 
brother into an emotionally sterile pod 


while turning me into the wreck I am today | 


and I don’t need therapy because I love 
myself more than you will ever know and 
you can take your healing mantra and 
shove it so far up your 12-step program 
you can taste it on your tongue. If you 
miss the first time, try again. Harder. 


6. 

¢ | will make a date with Jenny Craig. 

eT will make a date with Jenny Craig’s 
son. 

¢ J will make a date with Jenny Craig’s 
son and send that dieting hag nothing but 
Twinkies and tiramisu until she wins the 
role of Jabba the Hutt’s mother in the 
upcoming Star Wars prequels. 


Te 


eT will master a foreign language. 


Yo BoA RR 


¢ I will master a foreigner. 

¢ T will master a muscle-boy with a 
bubble butt and a slight speech impedi- 
ment that makes him sound like he’s from 
New Joisey. 


8. 
¢ I will work harder in my job. 
¢ I will work harder in making myself 
appear superior in my job. 
¢ I will work harder in making myself 


appear superior in my job by casting © 


uncertainty on the competency of my 
fellow workers and planting rumors about 
their sticky fingers in the stationery 
cabinets and even stickier fingers with the 
boss’s wife at the team-building weekend. 


9. 
e I will quit drinking. 
eT will quit drinking on weekdays. 
¢ I will quit drinking on weekdays that 
contain the letter “e,” before 9 a.m., but 


only when there’s a solar eclipse scheduled — 


for later in the afternoon. 


10. 
e I will make peace with my sworn 
enemies. 
¢ When I pass my sworn enemies, I 


will make phony conversation and smile |, 


such that they are unable to tell whether 


I’m being merely insincere or plotting j 


revenge. 
¢ When I spit on my sworn enemies 
next year, I will aim away from the face... 


Who says that maturity doesn’t come with , 


age? 
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NDP: New Democratic Pam 


by Outlooks staff 

Outraged at the position the (then) 
Liberal majority and Conservative opposi- 
tion of the Saskatchewan government held 
on Medicare in 1961, 12-year-old Pam 
Barrett decided then and there that enough 
was enough. Growing up poor, Barrett was 
a firm believer in Medicare and the 
platform of the NDP party. At the age of 
21, she enrolled in U of A and then later 
went on to Glasgow University in Scotland 
to obtain her Masters in economics and 
political science. In 1982, she worked as a 
researcher for political legend Grant 
Notley, who talked her into running for 
office in the spring of 1993. She is now the 
leader of the Alberta NDP party. In an 
exclusive interview, Outlooks spoke with 
Pam from her offices in the Edmonton 
legislature. 

Outlooks: Why do you think Alberta 
is the only province other than PEI that 
does not recognize equal rights for gays and 
lesbians within our provincial constitution? 

Barrett: | think the reason Alberta still 
has not amended the Individual Rights 
Protection Act is because this government 
is ideologically opposed to anything that is 
considered aberrant from “the family”. In 
other words, if you don’t have mom, pop, 
two and one half kids and one and a half 
garages, you ain’t normal. That is a gross 
failure of the government to respect the fact 
that people have the right to choose whom 
they love. Period. 

Outlooks: If and when you become 
the premier of our province, what would 
you do to change the government’s 
position? 

Barrett: Consistently, the NDP (since 
we first had a seat here in the legislature in 
1971) have argued that it is wrong to 
discriminate against people on the basis of 
whom they love or with whom they have 
relationships. Period. Specifically what we 
mean is gays and lesbians constitute a very 
real part of our society and should not 
suffer discrimination because of it. 
Whether it is at work, like in the Delwin 
Vriend case, or being denied an apartment, 
or any other form of discrimination that is 
levied against a legitimate, law abiding 
segment of our society. 

Outlooks: Do you find it shocking on 
a personal note that gays and lesbians are 
the only group legally discriminated 
against? 

Barrett: To me, it is profoundly scary 
that only one group in society can legally 
be discriminated against in Alberta but not 
in any other jurisdiction in Canada. Even 
PEI is changing its legislation. I find it a 
disgrace in a modern democracy that 
discrimination—open hatred in fact—of a 
community is not only permitted but 
actually fostered by the likes of our Social 


Victorious NDP Leader Pam Barrett (with MLA Ross Harvey, behind) 


Services Minister when he denies the right 
of gays and lesbians to take in foster 
children. 

Right now, we have a crisis. There are 
65 children needing immediate placement. 
Rather than have them go into homes where 
there may be this nefarious activity called 
love between two people of the same sex, 
they (the government) would rather have 
these children placed in motels. Now that 
is shocking. Which is more important? 

The literature review that was 
conducted by friends of Miss T indicated 
clearly that gay or lesbian parents have 
absolutely no influence on the sexuality of 
their children. It is a completely neutral 
factor in the developing sexuality of 
children. There is no proof one way or the 
other. In other words, you could very easily 
come from a home with heterosexual 
parents and find yourself homosexual or 
vice versa. 

Now we have a government that is 
actually denying children the right to 
proper loving care because it refuses to 
allow gays and lesbians to have foster 
children. I would like to take this one step 
further. I find this just one more indication 
of what amounts to—and I did not coin this 
phrase—creeping fascism. 

Outlooks: Comments on the Delwin 
Vriend case? 

Barrett: I personally believe that 


Delwin will win his case; he will not get his 
job back, however. I suspect the Alberta 
government will feel compelled to change 
its legislation to protect against discrimina- 
tion against gays and lesbians. This will 
mean no one else in the future can be fired 
from their job or even prevented from 
obtaining a job based on their sexual orien- 
tation—provided that sexual orientation is 
within the realm of the criminal code. The 
reason I put that caveat in is because when 
you listen to some of these right-wing talk 
shows, people will phone up and say “Does 
that mean I have to hire a pedophile?” No 
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it does not. 

Outlooks: Would it be fair to say, then, 
that you are personally very passionate 
about equal rights? 

Barrett: I would describe my anger 
about this so-called legitimized discrimina- 
tion as being one of the five issues that I 
feel like I’m on top of. In other words, it’s 
a priority issue for me. 

Outlooks: What advice would you 
give to our readers in order to effect 
change? 

Barrett: | think that the number one 
thing is to barrage your MLA’s office with 
calls, letters, faxes, and e-mails demanding 
that they pay attention to the fundamentals 
of this issue and that is: since when did they 
become God and dictate whom we should 
love? Lobby as much as possible the 
Minister of Social Services, Lyle Oberg, 
and our Justice Minister, Jon Havelock. 

Outlooks: Parting thoughts? 

Barrett: The night that Delwin Vriend 
and his team of legal supporters came home 
from the Supreme Court appearance, the 
NDP caucus and a bunch of activists from 
the community made sure that he had a 
really warm welcome at the airport. We 
had 60 or 70 people there. It was exhila- 
rating! Any time that the community can 
involve itself in a positive demonstration of 
support for what is a basic human right 
cause, it should. 

Finally, in Edmonton several years 
ago, there were a number of Holocaust 
denial books at the Edmonton public 
library. It was not the Jewish community 
that called for them to be withdrawn—it 
was the Polish community. They took up 
the cause on behalf of somebody else. I 
think it would be wonderful if the gay and 
lesbian community would take up other 
human rights causes so that there’s a cross- 
reference to make people understand 
human rights are human rights. 
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by Alex Alexander 

It’s that time. Time to decide just how 
bad you've been for the past 52 weeks and 
resolve to do better next year. Time to set 
some goals. Time to straighten up your act, 
but not necessarily act like you’re straight. 

In 1998 I resolve to clothe the naked 
and strip the clothed. To chide the fur clad. 
To accessorize more meaningfully. To live 
bigger and better and bolder. To avoid the 
sun and glitter like gold. To dance as fast 
as I can. 

Here are a few places and things to 
keep in mind when planning any visits to 
the Coast in °98: 

BACCHUS at the Wedgewood Hotel: 
The recently renovated Bacchus at the 
Wedgewood offers a woodsy, old boy’s 
club atmosphere, complete with wing-back 
chairs and a roaring fire. 

Trepidatious at first about a place 
named with such obvious opportunities for 
theme-restaurant interior desecration, I was 
instead charmed by the restraint shown. 
The space is divided into three areas: a 
lounge, the restaurant proper and a cigar 
room reminiscent of a gentlemen’s library. 
On a recent visit, the Holly-Cole-Wanna- 
Be lounge singer was not painful, the 


INDESCRIBABLY ORGASMIC MENU... 
CASUAL ELEGANCE WITH TASTE 
A TRULY SINFUL 


Coastal consumerism 


dinner outstanding and the _ service 
exemplary. Mary Ann is the General 
Manager, hostess and keeper of the wine: 
ask her for something special and be very 
surprised. With nary a raised eyebrow, my 
partner and I were seated on the same side 
of the table and lavished with attention. 
We felt like Queens. Have the fresh 
seafood appetizer...it’s a huge bow! filled 
with crushed ice and heaped with crab, 
lobster, mussels, clams, oysters and other 
fruits of the sea. The osso bucco was one 
of the best I’ve had, and constant 
companion Chris thoroughly enjoyed the 
rack of lamb. After dinner, if so inclined, 
the aforementioned cigar room is a quiet 
enclosed corner for port, cheese, and a 


Cohiba. It all felt very civilized, and 
Waugh-like. 
General Whining Department: 


Trying to find menswear in this city is diffi- 
cult. Oh sure, there’s Boy’s Co for the 
Versace and Gabanna-addicted, but this 
store, along with most of the others that 
offer more style than the average Gap label, 
seems bent on providing sizes so small that 
even Lloyd-Webber’s Miserables Wait 
would have to be bulimic to find a fit. 
*Sure miss Calgary’s Oxygen in Bankers 
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Hall... Hi Campbell! 

Artsy Gossip du Jour: It’s rumored 
that the New York production of Rent is 
about to be staged in Vancouver’s historic 
Vogue Theatre. Keep your ears to the 
ground on this one. 

Retail Alert: Vancouver’s Liberty, one 
of our favorite stores, has moved from the 
other side of the bridge to the edge of the 
ghetto. Now located on Seymour and 
Drake, it’s a short hop on foot from the 
Odyssey and all things gay. Good thing for 
them too, as a bigger collection of interior 
items with the aging-drama-queen-seal-of- 
approval is not to be found at any other 
location in this city. 

Go here for oversize silver cande- 
labras, giant baroquely-framed mirrors, 
and more tchotchkes than you can possibly 
stuff into your condo. The predominant 
color theme here is silver and white, with 
the odd bit of battered and weathered wood 
for contrast. Very tasty. 

Smelly Sensations: Tucked away in 
the 1300 block of Davie Street is Deserving 
Thyme, an aromatherapy and bath product 
shop known for being a purveyor of the 
best smells on the coast. They use only 
pure herbal bits and things—no chemical 
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Cs a truism by now that they mean 


the most in time of need. 


OF hen someone you know is going 


through the sorrow and confusion of life’s 
hardest experience, take the time to stop 
by the funeral home and let them know 


that you care. 
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garbage—in compiling their wares. New 
at DT’s are three home spa kits, collec- 
tively named SPA DADA. The Dada 
Movement simultaneously exploded out of 
New York, Paris and Zurich in about 1920; 
Dada chosen randomly from the dictionary 
as the name of the movement. The declared 
purpose of the Dadaists was to make clear 
to the public at large that all established 
values, morals and aesthetics had been 
rendered meaningless. What all this has to 
do with anything I’m not sure, but these 
three bundles of hedonistic joy are worth 
trying. There’s one for your face, one for 
relaxation and one for rejuvenation. They 
cost about $25.00 each and contain a 
whack of things to sniff, scrub with, bathe 
in and rub on. 

To order call 1-888-GO-THYME. Fax _ 
604-683-7740. : 

What’s the Buzz: ‘Seems the local 
bathhouse is moving into clear view on 
Davie Street. One faction thinks this is a 
wonderful addition to the ‘hood, marking 
the return of a truly gay sensibility to the 
strip. Arguments against the move are not 
hard to imagine. A recent issue of 
Vancouver’s gay newspaper devoted a 
cover story to the issue and the letters to the 
editor haven’t stopped since. There’s a | 


move afoot to try harder to make Davie 
Street the Castro of the North, with talk of 
a new Gay lounge and other things. Watch 
and wonder. 


As a service to the community i) 


Please submit | 


F AM 


LY. 


by Deb Bridge 

Well, here we are, kicking off a brand 
new year. How are your resolutions holding 
up so far? 

In the opening days and weeks of 
January, I love reuniting with friends I 
haven’t seen since December. Inevitably, 
they reveal their resolutions: “I’m gonna quit 
smoking, become a vegetarian, and get in 
shape” —usually with a cigarette in one hand, 
a beer in the other, and yet another turkey 
sandwich resting on their burgeoning bellies. 
When I point out the apparent contradiction 
between what they say and what they do, they 
tell me they’re just finishing the last pack of 
smokes, the last bit of turkey, and the last of 
the holiday booze, and that they'll start 
accomplishing their goals tomorrow or next 
week or... you get the picture. 

Because I know more people (myself 
included) who don‘ fulfill their New Year’s 
Resolutions than those who do, I don’t make 
them any more. 

I make wishes instead—things I'd like to 
see happen in the future. Wishes aren’t quite 
as tricky as resolutions because traditionally 
they’re secret, so no one’s going to laugh 
behind your back in they don’t come true. 
And if you share them, it’s usually because 
their realization depends on other people 
besides just you. 

This aspect of wishes—that others often 
have to help make them a reality—is a 
double-edged sword. | literally blew several 
birthdays wishing for a horse before it 
dawned on me—when I was about 10—that 
the only thing (formerly) with hooves my 
mother would ever be able to afford was the 
hamburger we ate 3 or 4 times a week. And 
I often wish I'd win a lottery, but those damn 
machines that pick the numbers never 
cooperate by picking mine. 

Sometimes, though, even the most 
unlikely wishes do come true. A few years 
ago, I wished my son Michael could see and 
meet his dance idol, the great Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, and I embarked on a frequently 


mined I became. Everybody—even 
Baryshnikov’s agent—laughed at me. 
Except Michael. Well guess what? We saw 
him dance, we met him, we got the 
autographed T-shirt and the photograph, and 
everyone who laughed stopped making 
resolutions and started making wishes. 

Always remember that if your wishes 
are realistic and you're willing to put some 
effort into attaining them, they most certainly 
can come true. 

For this piece, I wished for some input 
from my e-mail penpals, and here are the 
results: 

Tyler in Lethbridge writes “I wish our 
provincial government would realize that 
politicians are to represent ‘the people.’ And 
queers are people. I wish our provincial 
government would acknowledge that there is 
discrimination against gay people. 
Discrimination is rarely tangible and victims 
often do not report it. I wish our provincial 
government would recognize that gay rights 
are not ‘special’ rights. They ensure protec- 
tion and equal treatment.” 

Tyler also says “I wish schools, teachers, 
parents, caregivers, and children’s organiza- 
tions would adopt a zero tolerance policy 
toward harassment, bullying, and name 
calling by children toward other children. 
When adults are aware of such behaviour, 
they should address it.” 

When the Supreme Court rules in 
Delwin Vriend’s favor (and I have no doubt it 
will), we'll see the government of Alberta 
start making Tyler’s first three wishes a 
reality. Some school boards, including 


” Calgary’s, have already begun implementing 


policies to eliminate discrimination against 
gays in schools. 

Kheeta in Washington State wishes “the 
government would realize that the separation 
of church and state means just that, and 
denying the marriages that churches perform 
for gays is definitely mucking about in 
religious affairs.” 
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MATTER § 
When you wish upon a star 


frustrating quest that lasted six months. The 
more obstacles I encountered, the more deter- 


Kheeta is the straight foster mom of a 
young gay man from Belarus who wants to 
stay in the U.S. He doesn’t think his birth 
parents will accept him completely, and he’s 
pretty sure he’ll die, one way or another, if 
he’s forced to go home. So, Kheeta also 
wished that “‘all countries were as progressive 
as Denmark, so there would be little fear in 
being out and no gay person would have to 
seek asylum elsewhere.” 

Barefoot Ron in Virginia says “My wish 
would be for everybody to have a family that 
doesn’t give up on each other. Few families 
are perfect. There are sometimes problems 
that seem insurmountable. Some members 
may drift away. Some we just might not like 
much. But given time and maturity, things 
can change—if we are open to change, and if 
we don’t give up.” 

It happens that I know Ron fairly well. I 
met him in person in 1996, and he’s told me 
several stories about his family, who seems to 
epitomize the wish that’s at the top of my, and 
several other people’s, lists: 

That parents would love and accept 
their gay, lesbian and transgendered 


children for who they are. 
This reminds me of the best bit of 
wisdom about parents and children ve ever 


Proud sponsors of The Rocky Mountain Singers, 
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read. It was 1995, and Id just learned how to 
“surf the “Net.” I was looking for “gaystuff” 
when I stumbled onto a discussion group 
(soc.motss, I think) and the first message | 
saw was from a mom who'd recently learned 
her son was gay. She asked the group for 
advice on what to do, and Raymond in 
Philadelphia replied: 
“Love him. Just love him. Period.” 


Every day, some other parents 
somewhere “just love” their gay kids, and my 
wish comes true a little bit more. 


Hmmim...having a wish come true every day 
is a whole lot better than looking at my fat ass 
in the murror all year and berating myself for 
not losing that 20 pounds I resolved to shed 
when I was pissed to the eyeballs on New 
Year’s Eve. Doncha think? 

Deb Bridge is a mother, wife, teacher, 
gay rights advocate, and fan of Jiminy 
Cricket. She’s the president and online 
liaison for PFLAG Calgary (Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays). Deb, Rick, and Michael hope 
everyone’s wishes for 1998 come true. You 
can contact her by phone at 286-4094 or by 
e-mail at pflag@canuck.com (Internet 
access courtesy of Canada Connect 
Corporation). 
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by Shon Robert Watson 

1997-What a year! 

In May I attempted suicide by drug 
overdose—my fourth attempt in five years. 
After primary care in a general hospital in 
Melbourne, Australia, I was transferred to a 
psychiatric unit. I spent four months in 
hospital—but the stay irreversibly changed 
my life forever. 
lous. 

My psychiatrist had no choice but to 
clutch at the last straw—electroconvulsive 
treatment (ECT), also known as shock treat- 
ment. I personally had no qualms at this last 
ditch effort; I was staring Death in the face 
anyway. 

The general public’s view of shock 
treatment is biased by Hollywood movies 
and inaccurate publicity. Shock treatment is 
not barbaric: I have had twenty-one ECT 
treatments this year, and for me it was a 
miraculous cure. Shock treatment does not 
work for all severely depressed patients, but 
when it does, it works extremely well. 

The ECT is performed in an operating 
theatre and attending staff include a psychi- 
atrist, a psychiatric nurse, an anesthesiolo- 


It was absolutely miracu- 


Prescription for change 


gist, and theatre nursing staff. The patient 
lies in the operating theatre and electrodes 
are attached to various parts of the head and 
body. The anesthesiologist injects a very 
short-term followed by a 
muscle-relaxing drug. Once the patient is 
asleep, a short electrical current is passed 
into the patient, inducing convulsion. The 
only physical manifestation is a slight 
twitching of the toes due to the previously 
injected muscle relaxant. The convulsion is 
monitored electronically by changes in the 
brain’s electrical patterns, and this in turn is 
recorded on a sheet of paper. The convul- 
sion lasts from only a few seconds to a 
minute or two. The entire procedure is over 
within minutes. 

The patient wakes up after fifteen 
minutes in the recovery room and is wheeled 
back to a bed in the ward for rest and sleep. 
Usually it takes me an hour before I am 
walking around, and of course coffee and 
cigarettes are a priority! 

When I first began treatment in May, I 
had ECT three times a week. My health 
rapidly improved, and the benefits were 
cumulative. After a few weeks treatment 


anaesthetic 


Get in touch with the 
Gay & Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton 


Find out about our... 
Confidential peer support counselling 
Drop-in centre activities 

Community contacts 

Community events calendar 


Resource library 


Phone 

403-488-3234 

Mon. to Fri., 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
(Closed Holidays) 
403-988-4018 

24 hour Information Line 


Internet 


www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/gicce 


gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


12 January ’98 QUT COKS 


Visit 

Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street 
Mon. to Fri., 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
(Closed Holidays) 


Mail 

(Gags 

P.O, Box 1852, Station Main 
Edmonton, AB T5P. 2P2 


was slowly reduced to twice weekly and 
then once a week. On final hospital 
discharge my doctor and I decided I should 
continue the treatment once a month—this is 
known as ‘ECT maintenance treatment’, and 
combined with various medications, helps to 
keep me out of depression. 

In October, on a visit to Canada, I met 
Mr. Right, a man named John with whom I 
spent three and a half weeks. After a four- 
day business trip to Australia I returned to 
Canada to be with him. 

In all the rush I missed one of my shock 
treatments—feeling well at the time and in 
love, my health became second priority. 

On November 11—Remembrance 
Day—John and I attended a Catholic church 
service. In the car afterwards, we exchanged 
blessed rings and made vows witnessed by 
each other and God. It was a moving day for 
both of us, one we will never forget. 

The pressure on us from the gay scene 
was enormous. We escaped to Canmore in 
the Rocky Mountains in an attempt to keep 
ourselves sane, however my mood started to 
slip on a downward path. The lack of 
daylight hours in November, along with 
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many other factors, contributed greatly to 


my condition. Once I started to entertain 
fantasies of wishing to hurt myself, I 
immediately and abruptly left Canada. 

On arrival in Australia, I immediately 
visited my psychiatrist and underwent shock 
treatment. Now I am on the right track 
again, but it just shows how sensitive and 
vulnerable my health is. 

John arrives in Australia in early 
January, 1998. With earnest anticipation I 
await his arrival. It is then my chance to 
show off my wonderful country—of course, 
this time keeping up my monthly shock 
treatments is the number one priority! 

P.S. I send my regards to all my 
wonderful friends in Canada. I have 
traveled the world and from the bottom of 
my heart and with all sincerity I say “O 
Canada, you are my second home—I love 
you!” 
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From the Canadian premiere production of Rent at Toronto’s Royal Alexandra 


Theatre. Above: “The Homeless People.” 


Below: Luther Creek as Roger, left, and 


Krysten Cummings as Mimi. On page 3: Danny Blanco as Collins and Jai 
Rodiguez as Angel, front. 


by John Coulbourn 

Rent, the musical that took New York by 
storm a few years back, has finally hit 
Toronto, where it opened in early December 
at the historic Royal Alexandra Theatre for a 
run that will continue at least into May. 

And as a piece of stagework, it is, at the 
same time, not quite what was expected and 
far more than what was expected. 

First; the ‘not quite’: When a musical 
blows into town, trailing Tonys and Pulitzer 
Prizes in its wake, expectations are created for 
a polished, sophisticated piece of theatre. 
Rent is neither, but rather ‘far more.’ 

What it is instead is a wonderful example 
of theatre naif—a roughly-hewn rock 
musical, fired as much by passion and 


youthful energy as by conventional theatrical ~ 


considerations like plot and subtext. 

In a world grown jaded on mega- 
musicals, this is the antithesis: one set (and not 
a terribly elaborate one at that) with very few 
of the pyrotechnics and effects that have come 
to mark—and even overshadow—the genre. 

The only thing slightly ‘mega’ about it, in 
fact, is its cast of 15—most of them Canadian, 
most unknown, all talented and all deeply 
committed to the project. 


And what a project. 

Conceived, written and composed by the 
late Jonathan Larson—he died, virtually on 
the very eve of the show’s incredible voyage 
to success, of an aortic aneurysm—Rent was 
inspired by Puccini’s masterful opera, La 
Boheme, itself a ground-breaker in its time. 

But where Puccini concerned himself 
with starving artists, living and dying of 
consumption in the Paris of the last century, 
Larson spins out a tale of starving artists, 
living and dying of AIDS in modern-day New 
York. 

Setting his story in an industrial loft in 
New York’s depressed and depressing 
Alphabet City, Larson creates three parallel 
love stories and follows them over the course 
of a single year. 

First, there’s Roger (Luther Creek), an 
HIV+ dancer still fighting to kick a drug habit 
when he teams up with Mimi (Krysten 
Cummings), the young dancer who lives 
downstairs, dealing with her own drug 
problem and HIV status. 

Then, there’s Maureen (Jenifer Aubrey), 
a performance artist who’s thrown over 
Roger’s roommate, Mark (Chad Richardson), 
for a lady lawyer (Karen Leblanc) with a taste 


for social justice. 

And finally, there’s Tom (Danny 
Blanco), a former flatmate of Roger’s and 
Mark’s, who’s taken in by Angel (Jai 
Rodriguez), a gay transvestite, after he’s 
mugged on Christmas Eve. 

The driving force of the drama, at least 
on the surface of things, is the need to pay the 
rent on the hovel in which Roger and Mark 
are living. If they fail to do that, Benjamin 
(Damian Perkins), yet another former 
resident, will turf them out into the snow, 
along with the homeless folk who have taken 
over the vacant lot next door. 

But underneath the driving need to pay 
the rent, Larson and director Michael Greif 
have created a vision of community. It is that 
vision which makes Rent such a compelling 
piece of theatre. 

Living amongst the dispossessed and, 
indeed, functioning as part of that world, the 
people of Rent are bound by bonds of both 
love and friendship that sadly aren’t paralleled 
in the real world. 

Every couple is interracial and sexuality 
is of no major consequence, running a distant 
second to more pressing matters like survival 
and the need to create. 

On the details of their life outside the 
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friendships that bind them, Larson is relent- 
less, painting petty crime, betrayal, depres- 
sion, and anger in the darkest shades. But in 
their friendship, he creates a vision of commu- 
nity that is almost Utopian and transforms his 
play into a triumph of hope, passion and 
compassion. 

Not surprisingly, Rent is being dismissed 
in some quarters as simply a new Hair-do for 
the *90s; but only by some people, I suspect, 
who recall Hair through rose colored 
memories. 

As a powerful piece of story-telling, Rent 
is a far superior work, and one suspects that, 
with its focus on AIDS, homelessness and the 
failure of public compassion, Rent isn’t likely 
to be as dated in 30 years as Hair is today. 

More’s the pity. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers the performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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Michael Stratulak, Il-Dentity President 


I-Dentity Youth Group has begun a 
new season, with an executive board of 
new faces. We've got some exciting 


Unfortunately, many youths 
(especially those just coming out) often 
do not have a proper circle of friends, or 
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support system, and get eaten up by 
voracious cougars on the Cruise Line. I- 
Dentity is different, in that we are a safe, 
non-threatening environment, with 
trained peer counselors to assist with 
any issues gay youth may be facing. 
I-Dentity meets every second 
Monday at AIDS Calgary, #300 1021 


events coming up, including a pie-eating 
contest, a baklava making contest, 
oops—we did that last year! Some of 
the upcoming fun stuff includes: a 
campout, movie night, talent night, as 
well as more serious features such as 
Q&A with counselors, and a relation- 
ship workshop. 
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by Norm Sacuta 

Edmonton’s long stint as the only major 
Canadian city without a gay sauna/gay bath 
house is about to come to an end. Outlooks 
has learned that three Edmonton investors, 
headed up by local businessman Jim 
McBride, have been hard at work for the past 
year planning the opening of what will be the 
largest gay sauna in the province. 
Construction itself has been going on for the 
past two months, and the planned opening is 
February Ist of 1998. 

“Tn actual fact, I think we’re a week 
ahead of schedule,” said McBride, surrounded 
by the wooden skeletons of rooms under 
construction. 

Located in a former spa on a pleasant part 
of Jasper Avenue between 122nd and 123rd 
streets, the new sauna has been preliminarily 
named Down Under, after its underground 
location. One of the things that impresses 
most about the space is the openness of the 
planned layout and design, beginning with the 
double width stairwell that leads down to the 
reception. There are 41 individual rooms 
being built (with additional space for expan- 
sion if required), as well as a large locker 
room area. The total square footage is just 
over 6000. 

The former spa included a large, kidney- 
shaped jacuzzi and a dry-heat cedar-panelled 
sauna, both of which will be improved and 
included in the new design. 

Historically, Edmonton has been without 
a gay sauna since a series of raids on Canadian 
bath houses in the late 1970’s and early 80’s 
sparked anger and activism in the gay 
communities of Toronto, Vancouver, and 
Edmonton. A raid on one of Edmonton-s 
three saunas at the time, the Pisces bath house, 
and the subsequent decision by both 
Edmonton newspapers to publish the names 
of those charged (despite the fact most 
charges were dropped), created a storm of 
anger locally and raised numerous questions 
about the real reasons behind the raid. Pisces 
never re-opened and a day after that raid, the 
Gemini, another sauna, voluntarily shut its 
doors. 

Given the development of an Edmonton 
police/gay community liaison committee in 
the past few years, and a general change in the 
visibility and openness of gay life in the city, 
McBride and his two fellow investors are 
confident in the sauna’s viability, and_ its 
importance to a gay scene the size of 


Edmonton steams up 


Edmonton’s. This city’s metropolitan popula- 
tion is just under 900,000 people, and the 
closeted gay life of the surrounding rural areas 
have been begging for a more focussed city 
scene. 

- “We already have a business license, and 
we already have approval from Planning and 
Development,” McBride noted. “I’ve spoken 
to Capital Health and squared the issues away 
with them, and we have a meeting with the 
police liaison committee on the 17th.” 

“They know exactly what it is,” said one 
of the other two investors, known in the local 
community as Gretchen, “‘so there shouldn’t 
be any problems.” 

“The police are more concerned with 
drugs and prostitution,” said Jill, the third 
investor. “That’s always their concern, and 
we re going to have a zero-tolerance policy.” 

Unlike some other saunas, such as 
Fahrenheit 212 in Vancouver, Down Under 
will not require memberships. Entry fees 
have tentaively been pegged at 10 dollars for 
a locker/16 for a room on weekdays, and 12 
dollars for a locker/18 for a room per night on 
weekends. McBride noted that not charging 
for memberships benefits those patrons who 
might worry about confidentiality (no records 
will be kept) as much as it does the manage- 
ment since it will cut down on administrative 
costs. And, generally, non-membership 
saunas such as Club Vancouver have a more 
relaxed feel to them. 

Other amenities in Down Under will 
include two television lounges—one with 
continuously playing gay videos—snack 
foods such as chips and chocolate bars, and 
non-alcoholic drinks. An alcohol license is 
not planned for the future. 

“We're also going to have music here in 
three levels,” said McBride, “where it will be 
loud, semi-loud, and quiet.” 

“We want people to be able to come 
down, if they want, and have a good sleep— 
it ll be cheap,” said Jill. “It's a men’s relax- 
ation centre, really.” 

“And as far as food goes, we'll be 
monitoring requests and reacting accordingly. 
We'll certainly be open to the demands of our 
customers,” McBride noted. “I can make 
changes based on what people have to say.” 

Aside from the obvious hope on the part 
of the investors to make a profit on Down 
Under, all three men agree their reasons for 
establishing the sauna are tied more directly to 
the sense that something was lacking in the 
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Edmonton scene. 

“I just want to see this service in 
Edmonton,” said McBride, “Because I think 
we deserve it and we’re unlike every other big 
city in Canada which has one. Why? Not 
acceptable.” 

“T get tired of having to go to another city 
to visit a bath house,” Gretchen concurred. 
“Or having to tell someone from out of town, 
when they ask if we have one, that we don’t.” 

Gretchen also notes that the safety and 
anonymity of a sauna is precisely what 
Edmonton needs, given the sometimes 
fearful, closeted behaviour of gay life in the 
suburban sprawl that feeds the downtown 
cores of both Edmonton and Calgary. That 
clandestine behaviour is simultaneously 
lritating and exciting, and those individuals 
who claim “straightness” while acting in a 
way that suggests something quite different, 
sometimes need a comfortable place to make 
the transition—not a concept some moralistic 
segments of the straight communtiy like to 
think about. This hidden behaviour, though, 
raises the question of encouraging “Safer 


Sex”, and where responsibility rests for 


education about those practices. 
“T think, obviously, it’s important to 
promote safer sex,” said Jill. “But that’s also 


an individual’s responsibility. We’re not 
going to be checking individual rooms to see 
what everyone’s doing.” 

“T asked one of the members of GMOC 
[Gay Men’s Outreach Centre] to work 
something out, both as a promotional thing for 
them and an informational service for us. 
Obviously we have to make the information 
available,” noted McBride. 

Signs will be posted outlining safe sex 
activities, and as with most saunas in Canada, 
condoms will be provided to those renting 
rooms or lockers. 

So far, Down Under is on track for its 
February Ist opening. The comer of Jasper 
Avenue that ends as it curves onto 124 Street 
just may be developing the “critical mass” 


necessary for a noticeable “gay/lesbian” 
neighborhood in the downtown core. 


Buddy’s Pub is just around the comer from 
the new sauna, and three or four other gay- 
owned restaurants are in the same two-block 
area. 1998 may prove to be, at the very least, 
an interesting year of transition for the 
Edmonton scene. 

Down Under is to be located at 12224 
Jasper Avenue. Interested patrons should 
keep posted of possible changes by reading 
future issues of Outlooks. 
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You Can See The Lake From Here 


Written by R. Gordon 
Mustrated by Jay Goas 

During the night the storm worsened, with more 
blowing, drifting snow than I had ever seen at my cottage 
and the mercury dropped out of sight on the outdoor 
thermometer. After hours of repeatedly stoking the fire, 
exhaustion finally overcame me and I drifted off to sleep 
on the couch. 

Sometime during the wee hours, the fire went out and 
what little heat that was being generated by the tiny 
propane furnace was now being sucked up the chimney. I 
was awakened by a loud clatter that sounded like two 
skeletons making-out on a tin roof. In my dazed state, I 
could not quite pinpoint the exact origin of the noise, but 
it was definitely getting louder. In a few seconds, I was 
fully alert and realized that the strange sound was caused 
by my teeth chattering together like a pair of wind-up 
dentures. I bolted to attention in the middle of the room, 
trying to figure out why it was so cold inside the house. 
After scraping a small section of the frosted window, I 
could see the thermometer hanging outside. It read minus 
forty-one. I had seen some bad Alberta winters but I was 
sure I had never experienced this kind of cold. Especially 
in a cabin that was only partially insulated. 

My only solution was to get out as soon as I could, so 
I hurriedly restarted the fire and began throwing my 
clothes into a suitcase and supplies into boxes. I knew in 
the back of my mind that there had been a travel advisory 
issued the day before, but I figured I could at least make 
it as far as the nearest town to the warmth and safety of a 
hotel. It was definitely becoming a panic situation, as my 
memory from science class years before told me that 
propane freezes and stops running at minus thirty-eight 
I flew across the room to check on the little 
heating unit and spoke to it like it was alive. “Now listen 
here Mr. Furnace, if you quit I’m a popsicle; got it? - 
good!” JI must have frightened it into submission, because 
just then it kicked in and continued to pour out the heat. 
The fireplace was definitely helping as well, coupled with 
the fact that I was flying around the house preparing for 
my speedy, yet timely departure from this icebox on the 
lake. 

I paused briefly to throw the two remaining logs from 


degrees. 


the woodbox onto the fire and warm my hands. If I did 
not get out of there soon, I would surely be outside 
chopping wood or forced into burning the furniture. 

Moments later my belongings were packed and piled 
at the back door, ready to be taken to the car. I jumped 
into my boots, threw on my coat and flung open the door. 
There before me was a wall of 
packed snow that had drifted against the cabin during the 
night. Escape via the back door was impossible without a 
shovel and they were all outside. My mind began playing 
tricks on me. “What if the cabin was buried under thirty 
feet of snow?” a voice asked. “That’s crazy,” I said 
aloud. “If that were true, I would have suffocated long 
ago. Besides I could see the thermometer through the 
kitchen window. 

There was definitely another way out, even if it meant 
climbing out through a window. I dashed to the other side 
of the cabin and whipped back the drapes of the patio 
door. The morning light was just starting to creep over the 
trees on the east side of the lake. It was just light enough 
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I was dumbfounded. 


Part XI: MINUS FortY-ONE 


that I could tell that there was more snow that I had ever 
seen before. “Better warm up that car,” I said aloud, as I 
snatched up the keys and ventured outside into the raging 
blizzard. 

The freezing temperature and drifting snow had trans- 
formed the entire landscape into a scene from another 
planet. I had never felt such cold in all my thirty- 
something years. As I rounded the corner to where the car 
was parked, the wind hit me with such force that I 
staggered backwards and had to gasp to catch my breath. 
The reality of not getting out was beginning to set in as I 
caught sight of the driveway under three feet of snow and 


the car buried up to its frozen door handles. 

I struggled my way to where the snow shovel was and 
started the arduous task of digging a path from the house 
to the car. I really was not thinking too clearly: I would 
surely have to dig a path all the way to town as the snow 
was deeper on the cabin road than it was in the yard. Even 
so, I thought I should start the car anyway in case they 
came to plow out the road. The job was back-breaking, 
but I somehow managed to clear a narrow path to my 
frozen Buick and uncover the driver’s side door. She was 
colder than a hookers heart and when I turned the key, the 
only sound was a heart-stopping click. Again and again I 
twisted the key with the same negative result. If that car 
was a horse, I would be forced to shoot it. 
trapped—big time! 

I made my way back to the cottage and started 
checking my supplies. I had enough food and water for 
several days, lots of propane if it kept running and two 
bottles of expensive brandy. A few shots of that every few 
hours would surely act as antifreeze as well as keep me 
from going completely out of my mind, (a short trip, I 
assure you). Further checking revealed that there was not 
a single stick of firewood left and I would definitely have 
to hit the snow banks once more to rectify the problem. 
“How did I allow myself to get into this predicament?” I 
said to myself. 

Once I reached the woodpile, I was again faced with 


I was 


shoveling more of the dreaded white stuff to get at the 
wood. I cleared just enough space to chop, then set to 
work like a lumberjack. The log splitting was going fine 
until I stopped for a rest, backed up, then fell over a stump 
and landed flat on my back with a bone-jarring crunch. I 
had knocked the wind out of me and was forced to lay 
there until my senses returned to normal. “I’ve fallen and 
I can’t shut up”, I screamed into the air. I couldn’t believe 
that I could joke at a time like this. After only a few 
seconds, the blowing snow was already starting to cover 
me, so I staggered to my feet, gave my head a good shake 
and continued chopping. Hauling the wood to the house 
took hours instead of minutes, but the exercise was 
keeping me warm. I finally secured enough wood to make 
it through one more day, then stoked the fire within an 
inch of its life. I was warm and safe, at least for the 
moment. The only sounds were those of the crackling fire 
and repetition of my voice trying to convince myself that 
I was indeed going to live. 

Unbeknownst to me, my concerned friends and 
family members had been trying to reach me by phone 
while I was outside killing wood. When the phone rang 
again, the loud bell startled me, causing me to throw a 
large snifter of brandy all over myself and the couch. I 
dripped my way across the room, snatched up the receiver 
and screamed a hysterical hello into the person’s ear on 
the other end. It was the local RCMP office calling to 
ascertain my whereabouts after being notified by one of 
my friends that I was feared stranded or frozen to death. I 
informed them of my provisions and assured them that I 
was OK and did not need to be rescued by snowmobile or 
helicopter, as they were suggesting. I felt that he thought 
I was a complete idiot for being up there during the worst 
weather in fifty years, but there was not much I could say 
to change his mind. He said that he would continue to 
check up on me from time to time and that the weather 
was supposed to improve in a few days. He then wished 
me a cheery, “Merry Christmas”, before hanging up. I 
wished that he hadn’t said that because until that moment 
I had forgotten that it was Christmas Eve. 

I spent the remainder of the day throwing logs on the 
fire and stuffing rags and towels around the doors and 
windows to keep the cold out. 

As the daylight receded and the darkness approached 
I became increasingly nervous about spending another 
night in my frozen prison on the lake. During the day the 
temperature remained at minus thirty-four degrees but 
with nightfall, the mercury once again dipped to minus 
forty-one. The cold was so intense and the snow so deep 
that a small group of deer had wandered into the yard to 
eat seeds and bread that I had put out for the birds. It 
seemed that I was not the only one suffering from the 
storm. 

As the night dragged on, the brandy was having its 
desired effect and it was time to get some sleep. 
Tomorrow would be another day and I would bravely face 
it when it came. In preparation for the long cold night 
ahead, I piled even more wood on the fire then set the 
electric blanket on ‘bake’. I crawled into bed with my 
clothes, and the lights, on. 

For several hours I tossed and turned and punched the 
pillows in troubled sleep. I found myself dreaming of a 


..continued on Page 19 
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cool fall day where I was standing over 
a camp fire warming my chilled hands. 
The dream was so vivid that I could 
actually feel the heat on my hands and 
the smoke burned my nostrils as it rose 
from the fire. Suddenly my eyes popped 
open and I sniffed the air. I definitely 
smelled smoke and this was no dream! 
In my dazed state, I lay there unable to 
move, wondering why my left hand was 
hurting so much. My first thought was 
that the fire had somehow escaped from 
the fire place and was now consuming 
the house. But as I raised my head and 
looked down, terror gripped my entire 
body—I realized that the smoke was 
coming from the bed! I was catapulted 
to my senses and leaped from the bed 
screaming like a half-crazed woman. 

Well! I just love a good cliff- 
hanger, don't you? You won't want to 
miss the next installment of You Can See 
The Lake From Here, when you will 
discover what ridiculous plans my 
frozen brain comes up with. Stay tuned 
my dears! 
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Numerology 


by Moneca Trembllay 

Our lives operate on nine year cycles, 
which keep repeating themselves. Each of 
these years, from | to 9, has its own vibra- 
tions which cannot be avoided. Each year has 
its own set of influences. By knowing what 
to expect “IN ADVANCE” you can prepare 
yourself to take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties and avoid the pitfalls! Each cycle runs 
from January Ist to December 31st of the 
current year. 

Your personal year is the reduced sum of 
your birth month, your birth day and the 
present calendar year. Add one to it, like this: 

David is born on December 9th, so: 


MONTH: Dec = 12. 14+2=3 
DAY: 09 
YEAR:1997 = 14+94+9+7=26 (2+6=8) 


thus: 3 + 09 + 8 Plus 1 = 21,241 =3: 

Thus, David is in a 3rd year cycle. 

Moneca is born March 25th, so: 

March is the 3rd month, her birth day 
adds up to 7 and the current year adds up to 
8, adding a 1 and Moneca finds herself ina 1 
year cycle (3 +7+8 +1 =19,1+9=100r 
1) 


The nine year cycles are very much like 
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The Southern ____ 


again, missy 
18. Phallic flick-- Boogie 
19. A good color for trian- 
gles 
20. Flirty phoneline 
24. Love! Valour! __! 
27. The Place to be on 
Monday 
30. Band: Pansy ___ 
32. Boys on line 
33. Opposite of shame 
34. Outposter Alexander 
Son Dont You. = 
DOWN 
1. Corporate colossus of 


2. Golden Gate or Deb 

4. Dancer Wittich 

5. Michelangelo 

6. Latex Lifesaver 

7. Homo Muppets? ___ 
andya se. 

8. Vancouver volume 
vendors 

11. Collective choral con- 
ference 

12. The other Marilyn 

13. Gay buckaroos 

17. Jamie Lee’s daddy 
Liked It Hot 

21. Disney boycotters: 


22. Who's The Jerk? 
Ellen's crabby cabbie 

23. Christmas covergirl 

25. Holy mother or 
vogueing vixen 

26. This bar’s a riot 

28. Vicious virus 

29. Fragrant flower or fag 
film 

31. A Coward of the best 
kind 

. answers on Page 27 


the stages in a harvesting season. Each one 
prepares for the next. In order to have a good 
harvest, no steps can be neglected or left out. 

CYCLE'ONE 

This is the time for new beginnings— 
develop a plan for things you hope to achieve 
and put it into play quickly. Don’t let anyone 
sway you from your chosen direction. If this 
plan involves a partner, seek out that special 
person. Explore all areas of self-realization. 
Consider yourself a pioneer. 

CYCLE TWO 

This is your year to immerse yourself in 
study and seek greater knowledge. You will 
find others will support your goals as you 
support theirs. Be calm and patient. Pay 
attention to small details. Expect long term 
dividends in this year of decisions. 

CYCLE THREE 

Entertain for entertainment’s sake, 
concentrating on social and artistic aspects. 
Try to achieve balance. Plan for the future, 
making sure you’ve wrapped up all loose 
ends. Explore potential. This is your year for 
self expression—promote yourself and 
pursue your goals. 

CYCLE FOUR 

It’s time to organize your schedule and 
stick with it. Put all aspects of your life in 
order: home, relationships, self. Monitor 
your health. Verify plans and take the time to 
make necessary changes. Build slowly and 
surely, avoid laziness and remember that 
organization is key. 

CYCLE FIVE 

Try something completely - different: 
shun the usual. Opportunity will knock in 
many areas if you are open to it. Take a 
working holiday to find inspiration on how to 


‘Every Tuesday e 


price of a Cup ofc 


improve your situation. Channel your energy 
this month: take charge and reach for the sky. 

CYCEE SIX 

Act responsibly. Take care of family, 
home and possessions. Carelessness could 
prove troublesome this month. Create 
rhythm and harmony in your life. Establish 
yourself and prove your reliability by 
working on community projects. 

CYCLE SEVEN 

Development of your inner resources 
will come from study and reflection. Take 
time out to take stock of your capabilities and 
how best to use them. If you let things come 
to you, it can be prosperous in many ways. 
This month, research and probe ideas. 
Socialize with small groups of close friends. 
This is your year of adjustment. 

CYCLE EIGHT 

This is an active and productive time— 
your efforts and determination can lead to 
achievement. Organize all aspects of daily 
living and work hard and efficiently to 
acheive your goals. Don’t let small issues 
bring you down. 

CYCLE NINE 

Bring structure and organization to your 
life. Spend most of this time eliminating any 
ideas or things which are no longer useful and 
keep those that are on the back burner. Start 
nothing new this year or it will finish before 
the year’s out. End associations with those 
who bring you down. Positive individuals 
will find this to be a period of attainment, 
achievement, success and happiness. Make 
plans for a new life next year, not this month. 
Love, friendships and happiness are 
highlighted as long as things remain light and 
cheerful. 


1610 10th | Street SW Calgary, AB 
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NT DELAY. PAINT TODAY! 
#5, 626 Main (Sth) Stree, 
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The Colorful Cook Kitchen Store offers a variety F 
of kitchen necessities and accessories, ideal for - 
any home or budget. Friendly service and in- 
store displays will help you to choose trom our 


| quality products, 


A DUTCH 
MASTER DESIGNER 


Home Accessories 
Unusual Stationery & 
Other Thoughtful Details 
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ALL CHRISTMAS STOCK 


#3 - 837 Main Street 


403-678-9666 


| FLORAL ART 


One of the best selections 
the province nestled in 
beautiful Canmore 


Friendly, knowledgeable 
staff are here to serve you 


Open Mon - Sat 10 - 10 
Sunday 10-8 


to give 


the pleasures of materi 


737 10th St., Canmore ° 678-2451 
email:abspirits@telusplanet.net 


Canmore, where the 
friendly merchants, 


attractive stores, and __ 


HOMEMADE SOUPS, SANDWICHES AND 
SALADS MADE FRESH DAILY. 


- : RELAX WITH A SPECIALTY COFFEE AND TAKE 
remind you how much . IN THE MILLION DOLLAR VIEW. 


plethora of parking will x. VISIT OUR RAILWAY CAFE FEATURING: 


Widest Selection of Bulk and Natural Foods 


fun shopping can be. 3 in the Entire Bow Valley 


Nutter’s Bulk and Natural Foods in Canmore is a truly unique food 
: store; we combine a commitment to the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle 
AN ALBERTA BEST APPROVED ES with exciting in-store merchandising. 


We. | GROTTO MOUNTAIN INN ACCOMMODATION 
65 Grotto Way 


Ae alternative Bed and Baeallfaat with a delfprence - Canmore, Alberta, [aaa aris oR 


the perroval attention by our Hosts to ou Guests Canada TIW 138 


Phone: 1 (403) 609-2004 * Fax: 1 (403) 609-2007 * Email: info@grottomountain.ab.ca : Corner of Main Street and Railway Avenue, Canmore 
http://www.grottomountain.ab.ca/HomePage Ph: 678-3335 Fax: 678-4570 
MEMBERS OF: THE CANMORE, BOW VALLEY B & B AND ALBERTA B & B ASSOCIATIONS Toll Free: 1-888-678-7444 


IN BUSINESS 


GAY MEN 


by Outlooks staff 

Brian Mahoney and John McNeill 
have over 30 years combined experience in 
the Calgary real estate market. Well- 
known for their expertise and business 
savvy, they have been business partners for 
eight years now and have sold hundreds of 
millions of dollars in residential real estate 
during that time. Outlooks spoke with 
Brian and John at Brian’s riverfront condo- 
minium. 

Outlooks: Is the real estate market 
now the hottest you’ve seen for a long 
time? 

Brian: Actually, it’s probably the best 
market I have worked in my career. 

Outlooks: Is someone absolutely 
crazy not to buy now? 

John: Absolutely crazy is the wrong 
word. There will always be, in what is 
essentially a prairie city, housing available. 
The suburbs can be expanded ad infinitum. 
The restrictions on the Calgary geography 
are very limited—the Sarcee Nation is 
about the only restriction. 

Outlooks: What is the most expensive 
deal you have ever done? 

John: $1.125 million for a tear-down. 

Outlooks: And the lowest? 

Brian: In recent years—and when I 
say recent I mean from 1982 on—$27,000 
for a little house in Ramsay several years 
ago. 

Outlooks: Describe your absolute 
dream client. 

Brian: We’ve been fortunate in that 
we have had many. I guess the client that 
is “best” is one who has some sense of 
adventure and is prepared to be open as to 
the form of housing they live in and are 
willing to give us a bit of flexibility. The 
inner city housing in Calgary has histori- 
cally been of weak quality—historically; it 
is getting a lot better—and so the dream 
client is one who is perhaps open to buying 
a house that needs to be torn down and 
building a new one or embarking on a 
major renovation, whether it be an old tired 
condominium apartment or an existing 
house. Basically, we enjoy a client who is 
prepared to take advantage of our experi- 
ence in knowing what to do and what not to 
do in terms of the existing structure. 

Outlooks: Would it be fair to say, 
then, that a “client from hell” is one who is 
very rigid or alternatively just doesn’t 
know what they want so you have to 
“waste” your time showing them property 
after property after property? 

John: We don’t usually fall into that 
trap because we should know whether we 
are in syne with a particular client after 
showing a half-dozen properties to them. 

Outlooks: Many of your clients are 
repeats. In fact, you have placed people 
into four or five or six properties over the 
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Realtors for your life 
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Brian Mahoney, front, and John McNeill, realtors 


years. Why so? 

Brian: Typically if you are selling 
someone a property for the first time and 
perhaps it is their first time ever purchasing 
a property, it is reasonable to assume that 
they are going to be—not meaning to be 
so—more difficult than they would be the 
second or third time. Usually first time out, 
they don’t know what they want. Having 
had the experience of owning a residence, 
they are usually more focused as to where 
they want to go with their next home. 
Also, that level of trust between ourselves 
and the client has been well established the 
first go round so the second go round that 
is usually a non-issue. 

Outlooks: What advice would you 
give to a gay couple entering into their first 
home purchase i.e.: what are the dos and 
don’ts? 

John: The dos are, if you are a new 
couple, you sort out the economics and 
legal issues before you actually enter into a 
purchase agreement and do it on paper. It 
is much easier to reach that agreement at 
that point than at the point where perhaps 
the relationship is not going well. If, for 


example, the relationship is relatively new, 
buying a property that needs to be 
completely renovated, or building from 
scratch, could be exactly the wrong thing to 
do. Even though we encourage many 
people to do that, it can be the wrong thing 
to do for certain couples. It requires that 
they reach consensus on so many things 
that it can “kill the marriage” real fast. 
Also, always get a home inspection. At the 
end of the process, you have a clear under- 
standing of what potential problems there 
may be. 

Outlooks: If you are the vendor, i.e.: 
selling your home, what are the dos in 
terms of getting the property ready for sale. 

Brian: Wash the windows. Have the 


drapes open. Make sure it’s clean. Don’t 
renovate, though, to sell. To replace carpet, 
for example, I think is a risky thing. I think 
most people can see their way clear to 
replace carpet. I think they would rather 
have their choice of color, in most 
instances. Indeed actually, CMHC and 
mortgage lenders have recently recognized 
that with the aging housing inventory in 
Canada, they need to accommodate buyers 
who perhaps have a minimal down 
payment that needs 5% or 10% down. If, 
for example, you are buying a $100,000 
condominium that needs $10 or $20,000 
worth of renovations, it used to be that the 
renovation costs took that property out of 
reach of the first-time buyer. Now you can 
finance 90% or 95% of the package if you 
are well organized and know what you are 
going to do in terms of the renovations. 

Outlooks: Is it common knowledge 
that you both are gay? 

Brian: | think so. We are fairly high 
profile within both the gay community and 
the inner city community, period. A few 
years ago, when the Delwin Vriend case 
was heard by Madame Justice Russell, I 
launched a fairly major letter-writing 
campaign within the real estate industry 
encouraging colleagues to write to Gary 
Mar and Ralph Klein. 

In a sense, it was a coming out for me. 
John has been in a relationship with a 
significant other for most of his adult life. 
Many of our clients acknowledge that. 
Many years ago on the show Double 
Exposure, they did a spoof on two realtors 
named Kevin and Kevin. They said when 
you go to an open house hosted by these 
two, expect to be served Perrier and Peek 


Freans. A friend told us the show was 
referring to us. We thought it was very 
funny. 


Outlooks: What advice would you 
give to someone wanting to get into the real 
estate profession? 

John: They should know that it is a 
lifestyle—not just a job. There are long 
hours, seven days a week. It will facilitate 
people keeping their sanity if they aim at 
getting into a partnership like Brian’s and 
mine. 

Brian Mahoney and John McNeill 
can be reached at Re/Max Real Estate. 
Call 287-3880. 


MARTIN SCHWARTZ, R.M.T., M.T.A.A. 
(ALTERNATIVE) PAIN & STRESS CLINIC 


Specializing in Stress Related Disorders:* 
* Chronic Pain * Anxiety/Panic Attacks * Depression/Mood Swings 
* Nervousness/Insomnia * Emotional Trauma (Abuse) 


* Arthritis/Fibromyalgia * Muscular/Skeletal Tension/Pain 


*Gentle/Non-invasive Techniques Only 


*Insurance Coverage 


Clinically trained * Practicing since 1984 
Personal, professional and corporate references available on request 


(#101, 1030 - 16th Avenue S.W. * (403) 244-4797 


by the AIDS Network of Edmonton 
Society and the Interfaith 
Association on AIDS 

On December 1, 1997, Health 
Minister Allan Rock announced that 
under the National AIDS Strategy, Phase 


Ill (or NAS IL) the Government of 


Canada would commit $42.2 million a 
year to address HIV/AIDS, effective April 
1 of 1998. Everyone breathed a collective 
sigh of relief. 

The approach would be different, 
Minister Rock said. The new strategy will 
take a pan-Canadian approach based on 
the consultation process held last fall. It 
will be designed to address the changing 
face of HIV/AIDS epidemics with flexi- 
bility and accountability mechanisms built 
into the strategy. All Canadians have a 


NAS: Is if enough? 


role to play. 

However, Rock’s announcement 
raised many questions—possibly more 
than it answered. How are AIDS Service 
Organizations (ASOs), which are gener- 
ally non-profit and charitable, to react to 
NAS IL? How will the strategy, with its 
$42.2 million budget per year for five 
years, impact ASOs across Canada? Can 
ASOs expect to see any increase in their 


current federal grant funding as a result of 


the new NAS initiative? 

And smaller agencies, like the 
Interfaith Association on AIDS, are still 
unsure as to how they will be affected by 
NAS III. Groups such as the association 
only do a very specific or targeted portion 
of the work, and new groups emerging in 
smaller, isolated or rural centres fall into 
this category. 

At AIDS Edmonton, a large ASO, the 
response to NAS III has been cautiously 
optimistic. While AIDS Edmonton is 
relieved that the National AIDS Strategy 
has granted $42.2 million each year—$1.5 
million more than what was provided each 
year during the past five years in NAS 
Il—the “face of HIV/AIDS” and its 
impact on Canadians and their communi- 


aturday, March 21, 1998 


- Bridgeland Community Association 


Doors open at 7:00 pm. 
Advance tickets: $7.°° At the door: $10.° 


50/50 draws «meat draws « door prizes * cash prizes for best overall 
Mardi Gras costume and sexiest Mardi Gras dresser 
For information or tickets call Jo Pataky at 29 1-13.13 or Terry Tarvin at 228-6381 


ties has changed considerably. In fact, the 
need for prevention education, support 
services, and treatments has more than 
doubled over the past five years. 

This increase cannot be expected to 
subside, meaning that the extra $1.5 
million, while appreciated, falls somewhat 
short. If the dollars to ASOs and commu- 
nity-based services do not increase to 
assist with greater demand for services, 
then ASOs and others will be forced to 
make some difficult decisions regarding 
which programs and services can be 
offered. 

At Interfaith Association On AIDS, a 
smaller ASO, the concerns are even 
greater—will NAS III even recognize 
them at all? 

All government funding is project- 
specific. They have no operational 
funding that provides a solid foundation 
for their work. The day to day functions 
and related cost of doing what they do is 
funded 100% by donation. This includes 
rent, phone, faxes, photocopies, stamps 
and so on. Will NAS III be different with 
respect to them? 

The Interfaith Association is thankful 
that the federal government (and Health 


AIDS 
Network of 
Edmonton 


Society | AIDS 


EOS eM 


Minister Allan Rock in particular) is 
taking a leadership role in HIV/AIDS 


work in Canada. They are also thankful 
for the proactive work of CAS and the 
support of our many community partners. 
Yet they hope that the government and all 
of the national stakeholders will recognize 
the importance of all the players in 
creating an effective Canadian strategy, 
even the “little” 

Both organizations agree that a 
sustained solid foundation is needed in 
order for the strategy to effect community 
ownership of HIV/AIDS in Canada. 
Hopefully NAS III is truly the beginning 
of something new and exciting. 

Interfaith Association On AIDS 
invites everyone to attend their informa- 
tion evening: Wednesday, January 14, 
1998, 7-9 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served. 
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ANNUAL JANUARY SALE 


Up to 50% off selected merchandise 
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Be a sport: an event for everyone 


by Stonewall Connection 

Gay and lesbian athletes and fans are 
in for a real treat this summer: whether 
competing or watching, the Gay Games 
Amsterdam Sports program includes 
thirty different events. Some are familiar 
sports, some are new, and some are 
tactical sports such as chess and bridge. 
Appropriately enough, the Netherlands, 
(as a country dominated by water) will be 
offering rowing and windsurfing as part 
of the Gay Games for the first time, along 
with dancing. With the exception of 
swimming, all sports events will be held 
in, or near, Amsterdam. 

As far as possible, the rules and 
regulations of the International Sports 
Association will be applied. For most 
sports there is a selection of possibilities 
from which the participants can make 
their choice. Each event is given a 
number on the list for the Sports Program 
and must be used when registering. 
Participants and participating teams for 
certain sports must specify their abilities 
and levels. Balanced participation from 
the various countries will be encouraged 
along with gender balanced participation. 
People who are disabled or people with 
HIV/AIDS are particularly encouraged to 
take part. 

The registration fee for all sports is 
Dfl 110, with the exception of the 
marathon, triathlon, 10 km and chess, 
and can be paid at Stonewall Connection 
as part of the Gay Games package. 
Registration packets, along with all 
tickets for Gay Games sport and cultural 
events, opening and closing ceremonies, 
are only available from the official travel 
agents authorized by the Games 
organizers. 


SPORTS PROGRAM 

Badminton: The badminton tourna- 
ment is in the ‘de Pijp’ sports hall and is 
limited to 400 participants. Five events 
will be held: men’s singles and doubles, 
women’s singles and doubles and mixed 
doubles. Each category is subdivided 
into four playing levels: top players, 
very advanced players, advanced players, 
and beginning and recreational players. 

Basketball: Forty teams will take 
part in the basketball competition. 
Participants register as teams and will 
play in the Apollohal. There will be a 
separate competition for women and 
men, with mixed teams playing in the 
men’s competition. 

Billiards: Up to 160 participants are 
expected to take part in the billiards 
tournament. 26 Tables will be used at a 
time, and all participants (men and 
women take part in one competition) play 
2 games with each other, one 8-ball and 
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one 9-ball. 

Bodybuilding/Physique: 250 
participants are expected to take part in 
the competition. Ten different 
categories will be showcased, and partic- 
ipants can compete individually, in pairs 
and in groups. 

Bowling: With up to 700 partici- 
pants, bowling will be one of the most 
popular events with competition as 
singles, doubles and teams. 

Bridge: Will be open to eighty pairs. 
The tournament will take place in the 
world famous Grand Hotel Krasnopolsky 
on the Dam. The international rules for 
Contract Bridge will be used, red systems 
are forbidden and the system card will be 
in English. 

Chess: Up to 120 competitors, 
grouped at four to six playing levels will 
participate. The rate of play is 35 moves 
in one and a half hours followed by half 
an hour to complete the game. 

Cycling: 300 participants will 
compete on the ‘Sloten’ 2.5-kilometre 
cycle track. Three separate events will be 
held; a 60-km team race, men’s license 
holders (24-km) and non-license holders 
(12.5-km), and a women’s 60 minute 
course. As a Sunday warmup, there is a 
50-km cycling tour for all participants 
who want to enjoy the lakes and 
windmills of the Dutch countryside. 

Dancing: For the first time, the Gay 
Games offers the opportunity for 250 
women’s and men’s pairs to take part in 
Ballroom and Latin-American competi- 
tive dancing as well as_ wheelchair 
dancing. 

Figure Skating/Ice Dancing: Three 
events will be held: ice dancing, solo 
figure skating and couples. Participants 
will be required to know the regulations 
for the compulsory dances. 

Ice Hockey: With a maximum of 16 
teams competing four events are sched- 
uled: men’s teams open, men’s team 
recreational, women’s teams, and 
women’s recreational. 

Judo: Up to 50 judokas will take 
part competing according to the rules of 
the International Judo Federation. Both 
the men and women will be divided into 
7 weight and compete as 
beginner/advanced or as very advanced. 

Karate: Opening with traditional 
Japanese drummers, over 250 competi- 
tors are expected. Seven different events 
are planned (including mixed wheelchair 
Kumite at 1 level), with three weight 
classes for women and four for men. 

Marathon: The number of partici- 
pants for the most taxing event in 
athletics is wide open. Athletes will run 
on the same route that was used during 
the Amsterdam Olympic Games in 1928, 


classes 


through the city and the typical Dutch 
landscape with a choice of the full 42 km, 
a one-half marathon (21-km) or an open 
10-km run. The event is open to non- 
Gay Games participants and, as it is 
scheduled for the last day, will be a 
fitting highlight to the games. 

Martial Arts: The traditional Gay 
Games tournament, participants compete 
in kata (open hand) and kumite (free 
sparing) according to their belt or the 
number of years experience in the sport. 

Rowing: The rowing course is a 
canal more than 2 km long with sculls, 
double sculls, coxless pairs, coxed fours 
and eights. 

Soccer: With 75 teams and over 
1,000 participants the most popular 
European sport promises to be one of the 
most popular Gay Games competition. 
Teams will be divided into pools of four 
teams, with matches consisting of 2 
halves of 25 minutes. 

Softball: Up to 40 teams will 
compete in three events: men’s slow- 
pitch with 11 inch balls, women’s teams 
slow-pitch (11 inch) and women’s fast- 
pitch. 

Sport Climbing: There will be three 
different levels for men as well as for 
women. 

Squash: Up to 250 beginners, inter- 
mediates and advanced will compete in 
Squash. 

Swimming: With up to 1200 
swimmers this will be one of the 
highlights of the Games. Every champi- 
onship event except men’s 1500 m will 
be featured. 

Table Tennis: 250 participants will 
compete in six different events. 

Tennis: One thousand players will 
compete in 5 events at one of 15 levels of 
competition. 

Track & Field: Over 850 athletes 
are expected to compete in 43 events 
traditionally associated with track and 
field 

Triathlon: Up to 500 athletes will 
start with a dive into the water, followed 
by a cycling trip and a long-distance run 
to the finish. Age categories for both 
men and women will be used in two 
events; the Olympic Distance Triathlon 
and Sprint Triathlon (1/2). 

Volleyball: With 1800 expected 
participants, volleyball is the largest 
sports event in the Gay Games. Men’s 
teams and women’s team will compete in 
two sets each of 20 minutes. 

Waterpolo: Includes three events 
with 20 teams expected to compete either 
as seniors or in junior classes. 

Windsurfing: A first for the Gay 
Games, it seems appropriate given that 
Holland is a country of wind and water. 


Wrestling: This noble (and sexy) 
contact-intensive combat sport will be 
between participants who will compete 
in the standard weight categories and two 
classes (above and below age 35). 

Weightlifting: The power freaks can 
throw around the weights! Included will 
be Powerlifting, Weightlifting and Bench 
Press. Men and women will compete 
separately and will be divided into the 
official weight classes. 

The sporting events offer something 
for everyone, whether as an athlete or a 
spectator, Gay Games 1998 will be the 
place to be. Medals in every sport and 
every category will be awarded, and 
although they are focused primarily on 
gays and lesbians, anyone (even hetero- 
sexuals) can participate. Stonewall 
Connection and its Gay Game Affiliates 
are the only authorized agents in Canada 
that can get you into the events. 
Registration and/or entry tickets to the 


events are available with their 
“Exclusive” Gay Games packages. 
You can contact Stonewall 


Connection in Calgary at (403) 250 
3061, toll free at 1 888 22 TRIPS, or 
email at stonewall@canuck.com. 


HIV/AIDS affects 
every community. 


Call us for 
treatment 
information. 


It’s free. 
Its confidential. 


The 


Network 


1-800-263-1638 


HIV/AIDS Treatment Information 


www.catie.ca 
service bilingue disponible 


=< Catie 


Ve AIDS Treatment Information rept: 
Réseau communautalre 


Making a difference through information. 


Special offer to new 
members: 

Get bonus time 
when you join 
Cruiseline. 


Get Instant Credit! 


Call Customer Service 
or Cruiseline directly 
and access the 
member services 
centre in the main 
menu to find out more. 


Available to credit 
card memberships 
only. 


There will be e eNe ¢ 


call free of charge from any of the following areas: 2 


Calgary 777-9494 
Edmonton 413-7122 


Customer Service Hotline Cash Memberships available Edmonton at: : 
1-800-268-9872 in Calgary at: Lyon’s Empire 488-6915 


Bill to your VISA or Mastercard With The Times 10121-124th St A t 
or send us payment by cheque 2212A-4th St SW 244-8020 Orlando. Books 432-7633 - —. W a ever 


or money order.Call for details. 10640 Whyte Ave 283-9257 10640 Whyte Ave (82nd St) you want. 
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massage 
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700- Business 
services 
business opportunity 


104 
seeking employment 


Personal and home care provider. Part 
time, Hospital background. Call Walter 245- 
3474. 


204 
lodging 


SINGLE ROOM 


For single person. Very clean, shared bath, 
rooms and suites from $25 to $75 per night. 
Phone for availability 209-0111. 


305 
general sales 


HOT ALL-MALE amateur videos, not sold 
in stores! “FREE” brochure: V.M.C., Dept. 
OU, Box 85523, 875 Eglinton Ave. West, 
Toronto, Ontario, M6C 4A8 or www.video- 
matchcanada.com or 416-410-1770. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 gay 
male movies to buy 
or rent! Hot new 
releases: hard to 
find classics; mail 

> order too! Visit or 
write to: Express 
Video, #202, 11745 
Jasper Ave., 

- Edmonton, Alta. 
TSKONS. Ph:403- 
482-7480. 


401 


massage 


Therapeutic massage by Greg Salmon, 
licensed, certified, and registered, at European 
Touch Studios, 908 12th Ave. S.W., 228-9043. 
Outcalls available. 


Professional massage by Jamil Hussein 
R.M.T. $24 for half hour, $40 for hour, $65 
for 90 minutes, reflexology $25 per session. 
Motor vehicle accident cases very welcome. 
(403) 606-1384. 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


op 


International® 


pines on Route. 


90% OFF 


402 
friends 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. 
S.W. 


Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope 
the number you wish to reply to. Outlooks 
will forward to the advertiser. 


Good looking, well hung, 9” plus, long 
haired, tanned, into leather, cowboys, truckers. 
Looking for a master or playmate, All leather 
or gear supplied. Furry body preferred, along 
with attitude. Only healthy, trim men or cou- 
ples need apply. No fats, femmes. Phone 
THE Boy, after 7 pm, 803-0067. 


Looking for hot daytime encounter. No fat- 
ties or femmes. Role playing a plus! Reply 
#1057 


Smart, young professional. Tired of trashy 
relationships, now I’m looking for someone I 
can respect on an intellectual level. Own 
interests, hobbies, passions a must. _ Reply 
#1059. 


GWM, 6°2”, 220 Ibs, short creweut & mus- 
tache, growly bear type, seeking someone 
between 40-50. Looking for bear type for 
friendship and possible relationship. Not into 
bar scene, really, but interested in quiet 
evenings. Submit what you will, phone #, 
photo, interests etc. Reply #1072. 


Romantic, slim gay male, 40, high stan- 
dards, seeks young, hung GM for discreet 
casual oral encounters. Reply #1075. 


Handsome Asian, 20s, 5°8”, 145 Ibs, fits 
and healthy, in good shape. Enjoy gym, 
movies, looking for friend or more. Reply 
#1076. 


Friendly, masculine, attractive, intelligent, 
29, seeking intelligent GM. Me: 5’8”, 150, 
clean cut, healthy, fit, honest, practical, enjoys 
outdoors, practical, good humored. Reply 
#1077. 


27 year old male seeking older male friend 


for fun, discreet times together. Approx. 45+. 
Reply #1078. 


Slim, smooth GWM, 50, seeks young, slim 
smooth Caucasian or Afro Canadian for 
friendship, romantic encounters. Reply 
#1079. 


I'm a 22 year old guy, 6°2”, slim build, 
brown hair, looking for other young guys to 
get together with friends. Reply #1080 


Amateur S&M/B&D couple looking for 
submissive partners for short of long term sce- 
narios. Photos and expectations a must. 
Reply #1081 


GWM, 25, 140 Ibs, red hair, cute, sincere 
professional who’s fun and passionate. Hey, 
you sound a lot like me. Isn’t it time we met? 
Reply #1082. 


GWM, 40, looking for younger profession- 
al male for fun and travel. Must be into out- 
doors and quiet times. Reply #1084. 


Very well-hung, masculine top, 6’, 180 Ibs, 
with a lean muscular build. I’ve got quite the 
cock and I love showing it off. Looking for 
well-built, muscular bottoms to play with. 
Reply #1085. 


Submissive white male, 25, into crossdress- 
ing, looking for a dominant daddy to further 
feminize me. Very open-minded, willing to 
try new and exciting things. I’m 5°8”, 150 Ibs. 
Reply #1086. 


I’m a very naughty downtown bubble butt 
boy, 5’8”, 150 lbs, 30” waist, 28, crew cut 
brown hair, blue eyes, and a firm, round, 
smooth, bubble butt. I’m looking for an older 
dominant male. Reply #1087. 


I'm good-looking, white, 24 year old with 
short brown hair and brown eyes. I’m 6’, 190 
Ibs, clean-shaven. Looking for someone to 
spend some good times with. I like camping, 
hockey, sports, movies. Reply #1088. 


Good-looking professional young top guy, 
5°8”, 150 Ib, 26, very clean and discreet, look- 
ing for extremely generous men, who are 
looking for good company and conversation 
with no strings attached. Reply #1089. 


403 
escorts & models 


MALE MODELS WANTED 


For newspaper advertisements, photo 
shoots, and promotions. Send photo and 
resume, including address and phone num- 
ber. Experience preferred but not essential. 
Reply #2055. 


Looking for a new friend? 
Place a classified ad in Outlooks 
and find that special someone 
who's looking for you. 


February ads 50% OFF 


404 
dating services 


ALL MALE ACTION 


Meet and talk to other hot men! Call 777- 
9481 in Calgary, and 413-7144 in Edmonton 
for free trial membership. Find whatever you 
are looking for! 


601 
accommodations 


Black Orchid Manor B&B. Located at 
1402 2nd St. N.W. Calgary. 100% gay 
owned and operated, only gay guests wel- 
comed. (403)276-2471. 


CANADA 


CALGARY WESTWAYS 
GUEST HOUSE 


This 1912 downtown Heritage home in the 
historical Mission district. Westways with its 
warm, unique ambiance is Alberta’s first & 
Calgary’s leading gay-owned B&B. Private 
Ensuite bathrooms in all bedrooms plus 
TV, [VCR available] & telephone. Check 
our web page http://www.westways.ab.ca for 
January specials or phone Jonathon @ 
(403) 229-1758. Fax: (403) 228-6265. 216- 
25 Ave. SW., Calgary, Alberta. 


The Mountain Berry Inn 

Vacation with class at the Mountainberry 
Inn. A country hideaway overlooking the 
Shuswap Lake. 40 private acres. 6 min- 
utes off the Trans-Canada highway, mid- 
way between Calg. and Van. Lovely cot- 
tage or B&B available. Group rates too! 
(250)835-8891. 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


CURRENT DEADLINE: JANUARY 19, 1998 - ALL ADS PLACED ON OUR WEBSITE FREE OF GHARGE 


caresory #:[ | weapuines | 


T 25 WORDS: (PLEASE INT CLEARL [Se ee 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 

DAY PHONE: 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST SE VERIFIED * SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


January ’98 Out LOQKS 


26 


PROVINCE: 


CODE: 


HOME PHONE: 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


(CIRCLE ONE) 


DINERS CLUB 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Entire ad in Bold: 
Headline: 
Photograph (/“x/” B&W): 


Border Around Ad: 
Reply Number Forwarding: 


$20.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


$15.00 
$15.00 


$5.00 


50% OFF FOR FRIENDS AD: 
SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 

6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 

12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


CLASSIFIEDS 


January 23 to March 8. A major event in the national cultur- 
al calendar, the 12th annual festival includes many exhilarat- 
ing events. playRites passPorts only $50. For more informa- 
tion and tickets call ATP box office 294-7402 or 299-8888 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 


601 


accommodations 


FERNIE WESTWAYS GUEST 


F HOUSE @ Femie Alpine Ski Resort vat. : 
Pacific Rim Curling Bonspiel January 30 - February 1, 


1998 in Vancouver. All levels welcome, for more information 
contact Randall (604)222-0528. 


WHISTLER, B.C. 


6TH ANNUAL GAY AND LESBIAN SKI WEEK, Feb 1- 
8, 1998. Complete packages available from Bliss Tours (1- 
800-636-0810 or 604-736-0810) 


Westways offers three spacious 
#9) bedrooms with private & shared bath- 
rooms in a large 1908 Heritage House 
in the historical prime residential area. 
““ Ski all day and then relax in the out- 
door hot tub or in front of the log fire. For that R&R you 
deserve, call us (250) 423-3058 or check our web page 
http://www. westways.ab.ca for January specials, 


event listings 


Do little boxes get attention? 
This one dit. 


CALGARY 


Take out an event listing in Outlooks 
Classified and make sure your event gets the 
attention itneeds.. 


ARGRA Dance January 24th at Victoria Park Community 
Centre, 8 pm. Apollo/ARGRA Challenge--come and com- 
pete for fun. Next dance, February 14th, Valentine’s Day. 


LES/BYGAY EDUCATORS. Would you like to 
serve on a steering committee for the establishment of tle 


a social/political association for lesbian, gay, bisexual 


and transgendered educators? We are hoping for a il a iy 8 
cross-section of female/male; public/separate/private; ii BORA is] | 
principals/administrators/teachers/U of C students iwi oO | 
pon the Greater CNET) area, Please forward a Infofitspipal i fal 1 
response to John I, Steering Committee, 205a, 223 -12 fo] oO] | 
Ave S.W., Calgary, AB. n rn] ra] 
Calgary Men’s Chorus Open House, January 18, 8 als ne N sls : 
pm at the Old Y Community Centre, 223 12th Ave tg ace sat het 5 Sa? Fetters/ s 
SW. Call 244-9226 for more information. . cl : 
Team Calgary presents Mardi Gras March 21, 1998 iifofololsl lo} re S ’ yates! 
at the Bridgeland Community Association. Tickets : ; 


are $7.00 in advance or $10.00 at the door. Call Jo 


Pataky (291-1313) or Terry Tarvin (228-6381) for 


tickets or information. 


ATP’s PanCanadian playRites 98 goes from 


| 
Queerword answers 
...see@ puzzle on page 19 
¥ L 


DRIVEN HOME 

From: Celsius Films 

Featuring: Blade Thompson, Marc 
Jennings, Christian Fox, Cutter West, Tim 
Barnett, Joe Romero, Alec Powers, Chaz 
Carlton, Casey Jorden, Billy Slatter & Eric 
York 

Special Guest Appearances by 
Kane, Lana Luster and Bo Stallion 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


Sharon 


When a stretch limousine passes you on the 
street, do you ever wonder what’s going on 
behind the smoked-glass windows? Well, 
Driven Home will answer your questions and 
tell you what goes on in Beverly Hills at 
Manhattan Coach West. 

Very quickly one learns that the dispatcher, 
Howard, holds the power over the drivers and 


FRENCH KISS 

From: Hard Body Productions 

Starring: Joey Stefano, Andrew Michaels, 
Storm, Bret Winters, Chris Ramsey, Dale Ryan, 
Alex Carrington & Dick Pieterbuilt 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


With a title like French Kiss you're probably 
expecting romance at a sidewalk cafe on the 
Champs Elysees. Think again, 
four vignettes, young lips are put to good use—but 


In this series of 


not for a french kiss. 

Starting with a vignette entitled Big Hard 
Nails, Storm, Brett Winters and Chris Ramsey play 
three construction workers whose tools are put to 
the test. Hard hats and clothes are superfluous on 
this construction site! 


i> 


6802 Oc 


determines who earns the big tips. By 
bestowing special gifts upon the dispatcher, a 
driver can improve his chances of a good ride. 
(No wonder the company’s motto is “I’m at 
your service.”) A smiling face is definitely ‘all 
in a day’s work’! 

Chaz Carlton learns very quickly, when all 
the other drivers are on assignments, dispatcher 
Howard wants him to wash the cars instead of 
chauffeur work. Chaz gives in to Howard's 
demands as he skillfully drives home his point. 
Carnal satisfaction for Howard leads to a disap- 
pointment for Chaz as he still has to wash the 
limousines. 

Meanwhile, Cutter West arrives to pick up 
Christian Fox for a shopping trip. 
Christian is not ready and hasn’t even dressed 
yet. Cutter proves that a good limousine driver 
knows how to keep the engine running at all 


However, 


Next we’re treated to Hot Wax with superstai 
Joey Stefano and Andrew Michaels, their two hot 
bodies warming the atmosphere in a dark, candlelit 
room. 

In the 
Carrington, 


third vignette, Bus Stop, Alex 
Dick Pieterbuilt and Dale Ryan are 
sitting on a bench waiting for the bus. This 
requires the use of some imagination but one 
thing’s for certain—it’s only the bus that doesn’t 


come as the three young studs quickly dispose of 


their business attire and put their briefcases away. 
Buses never seem to come when you want them to, 
but this trio shows how the wait can prove to be 
enjoyable, particularly Dick Pieterbuilt, who more 
than lives up to his name. 

The final vignette is entitled Western Chair 
with Joey Stefano and Storm in their country and 


times, and Christian enjoys the ride of his life. 

Later, a hen-pecked husband relaxes in the 
back seat of another limo driven by Alec 
Powers. A short nap in the comfy leather 
upholstery leads to a wild fantasy. When he 
awakens he discovers that his chap-marks are 
not caused by the leather seats in cold weather. 

Even if you don’t have the money to treat 
yourself to a limousine ride, Driven Home will 
satisfy your curiosity about riding in style. 

Our Edmonton review is sponsored by 
Express Video, #202 11745 Jasper Avenue, 
(403) 482-7480. 


RATING: our OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: Kew SET: kk 
BODIES: kw ©) STORY: kk 
ACTION SCENES: *& kkk 


western duds. These two ranch hands are adept at 
“horse riding” and the Western Chair proves to be 
a unique prop 


All in all, 


these young studs make up for the lack of romance 


even without the French Kisses, 


with their visual antics. 

Our Calgary review is sponsored by TADS at 
1217A 9th Ave. S.E. and 1506 14th St. S.W., as 
well as by the Erogenous Zone at 3812 Macleod 
Tr. S. 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: ke SET: kA 
BODIES: wwe = =STORY: kx 
ACTION SCENES: kk 
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Protease inhibitors and promises broken 


by Robert Andrews 

As I sit down to write this, it is World 
AIDS Day and I am reflective about 
HIV/AIDS in my life, my community, and 
in the lives of those who are HIV-positive 
around me. The past couple of years have 
been seen as a watershed in the HIV/AIDS 
movement. Drug therapy and health 
management has improved by leaps and 
bounds, and HIV+ people are living longer 
and healthier lives. Some HIV+ people are 
re-entering the workforce and making long 
term decisions which may have seemed 
pointless to them only 18 months ago. 
HIV/AIDS is being talked about more and 
more as a mainstream health issue like any 
other disease, and the discussion of risk in 
wider communities is actually being taken 
seriously. 

The advent of the new class of HIV 
drugs, protease inhibitors, and their use in 
conjunction (“cocktail therapy”) with 
earlier classes of drugs (including AZT) has 
clearly changed the lives of countless 
people living with HIV, many of whom 
were very ill. This is what I am most 
thankful for this World AIDS Day. 
However, there is a bigger picture. 


There was a tremendous amount of 


hype 18 months ago around the introduc- 
tion of this class of drugs. It happened 
close to the time of the XI International 
Conference on AIDS in Vancouver. The 
wild with about the 
emerging therapies and the advent of viral 
HIV 


media was stories 
load testing (a critical evolution in 
management). 

At this time, a lot of people started 
talking about the AIDS, and 
emerging therapy as the deliverance from 
It was also at this time that I 
about assessing risk and 
Media hype 
is one thing, but allowing it to convince you 


end of 


the disease. 
started hearing 
gambling on unprotected sex. 


to put your life at risk is another matter. If 


anyone is under the impression that new 
drug therapies signal the end of HIV and 
AIDS as a health 
community, put 


critical issue in our 


they themselves at 
enormous risk. 

Allan Rock, the federal 
health, just held a World AIDS Day press 
conference and announced the renewal (the 
3rd phase) of the National AIDS Strategy, 
which was promised in the last election. 
During 


reference to 


the press conference, he also made 
some national statistics that 
While deaths due to AIDS 
than projected in 1996 (thanks 
better 


the projected rates of new 


should alarm us 
were lower 
to protease inhibitors and health 
management), 
nfections for the same were 
seriously underestimated. The rate of new 
HIV infections in Canada in 1996 was 40% 
higher than annual new infections in the 
period from 1989-1994. While infection 


among on the rise, the 


period 


women is also 
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minister of 


majority of this increase in 
HIV infections has been 
among two _ identifiable 
groups at risk: young gay 
men and intravenous drug 
users. 

Allowing complacency 
about HIV in our community, 
and losing a sense of urgency 
about the disease is the 
biggest mistake we can 
make. While HIV infection 
rates in the gay community have certainly 
dropped a great deal and PWA’s are living 
longer and healthier lives, two alarms are 
sounding clearly and we ignore them at our 
peril. Over the first decade of the epidemic, 
the median age of infection dropped from 
around 33 years of age to an astonishing 23. 
Young gay men are clearly at risk of infec- 
tion, and cannot afford to see HIV as an 
older man’s disease. 

As well, the highly-touted cocktail 
therapy is failing for many people. The 
warning signs that protease inhibitors and 
cocktail therapy are not all they promised to 
be are numerous. “Drug Failure” is 
becoming a much more common phrase 
lately. The bodies and organs of many 
people with the virus have already been 
battered by the toxicity of a wide range of 
HIV drugs, and that these already 
compromised organs cannot handle the 
in damage 
potent drugs. 


other 


increase from newer, more 

These drugs are also developing resis- 
tance very quickly in some people. The 
regimen of pills that people are living with 
(15, 25, 30) are a real burden. When some 
of these pills have to be taken on an empty 
stomach, others on a full stomach, some 
with high fat foods, etc...drug management 


becomes a full-time job. Adherence to 


timing and strict regimens is crucial and, if 


compromised, may afford HIV the height- 
ened ability to quickly develop resistance to 
a drug. 

As if these problems were not enough, 
developing resistance to one protease 
inhibitor may eliminate the rest of the drugs 
in the class for you. This means general- 
ized resistance to a whole group of drugs 
that may have been the last ace up your 
sleeve (depending on the drug combination 
with which you may have started). 

In order to keep up the big strides in 
therapy we've experienced over the past 
two years, we need another 4 to 6 new 
drugs in the research and approval pipeline. 
While there are a number of these in the 
works, Julio Montagner (an internationally 
renowned Vancouver HIV specialist and 
investigator of HIV therapies) mused in a 
recent that 
many of the new drugs in the pipeline are 
“me too” rather than truly new 
compounds or theories. 


“Positively Aware” interview, 


drugs, 


HIiDS 


CALGARY 


Is this really a picture of 
the end of AIDS? Does it 
really sound like it is worth 
taking sexual risks based on 
stereotypes and assumptions 
that a potential partner looks 
healthy or is less than 25 
years old? Ask some people 
I know who are in their early 
20’s and HIV-positive. And 
don’t even think about 
telling them~ that HIV is 
getting to be just like any other chronic and 
manageable illness! No worries, you might 
say. Not achance. As viruses go, HIV is 
nothing short of brilliant, and we must 
never underestimate it. We still have a long 
fight ahead, and we must still be afraid of it. 

If you've been thinking about New 
Year’s resolutions, here are a couple of 
possibilities. If you have been at risk, think 
about an HIV antibody test and give the 
STD clinic a call. With new viral load 
testing and therapies, there has never been a 
better argument for early treatment inter- 
vention. If you are HIV-negative, how 
about starting your New Year with the 
resolution that the only place for HIV in 
your life is being a great friend or love to 
those around you living with the virus. 


ALBERTA * THEATRE « PROJE 


Presented with the generous sponsorship of PanCanadian Petroleum Limited. 


fh 


IN WINTER 


_ JANUARY 23 - MARCH 8 


Calgary's internationally acclaimed 


12th annual festival of new Canadian plays 


“A real theatre extravaganza” 
Show Notes, New York 


Generously sponsored by 
PanCanadian 
and the playRites’98 Partners 


Media sponsors 
CALGARY ia. HERALD 
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Aoursramnne 


a social comedy of personal and provincial politics 
speak by Greg Nelson 

a touching and humourous snapshot of a 

family ritual 

A GUIDE TO MOURNING 

| by Eugene Stickland 

~ a theatrical drama of justice and the human spirit 
- in early Montreal 

ANGELIQUE by Lorena Gale 

~ a hardhitting drama for the 90's 

GRACE by Michael MacLennan 


| Fasten your seat belts for LOUIS & DAVE 
by Norm Foster; a wild and woolly ride! 

. PLUS Brief New Works, Platform Plays, 

_ Marthathon and many more FREE and 
exhilarating events not to be missed. 

- PanCanadian playRites’98 
passPorts, 4 plays $50 ONLY 

- Single Tickets $10 - $22 

For more information and tickets, call 


, 294. 7402 Reservations 299» WALL e is 


SAR 


dard Ave. NE. 
¢.274-4286. ~ 


256-1212 


Fenioys playing 
volleyball a 


GREG SALMON 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE THERAPIST 


Licensed, Certified and Registered 


Making Waves in Alberta's Gay Community. 
12 issues per year. 


YES, l would ike to subscribe to 


Name: _ 
Address: _ 


Clty ae oes Pt. > s Prov: 
Postal Code: _ 


~ | have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada CJ 
, For $35.00 outside Canada | 


f or please bill my: 
VISA ) 
AO astern 
| Diners Club > 
2 © Yoo Ci) Re yute. O 
| Account Number: 
I Expiry Date: / 


| Signature: 


] Your copy will be mailed in a plain enyelope for confidentiality. 
MAIL TO: Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave SW Calgary, Alta. T2T 0B2 
j CREDIT CARD ORDERS: Fax: (403) 228-7735 * Phone: (403) 228-1157 
Outside Calgary Toll-Free: 1-888-228-1157 
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ll always be... irritating 


by David Crosson 

I'll Always Be Anthony 

A film by Anthony Saladino. Story 
by Anthony Saladino and Vincent 
Prezioso. Starring Anthony Saladino, 
Vincent Prezioso and Kerry Muir. 


Having just come through a season of 
revolving-door consumerism, I have to say 
that it is a pity that rented videos can’t be 
returned for cash. 

Rarely do I ever grouse about a 
negative video encounter; I have sat 
through loops of endless vomiting, dog- 
shit consumption, hypersexual automobile 
accidents and yes, even a bit of romantic 
stump-humping courtesy of Hustler White. 
Filthy, disturbing images of debauchery I 
can take. Self-indulgence and mediocrity I 
cannot. [ will not. And neither should 
you. 

This in mind, I issue a grave warning 
against the new boogeyman: Anthony 


ES ’ Os oe 
: Y 


by Neil Hinchey and Warren 
Ashworth 

Prayers for Bobby: A Mother’s 
Coming To Terms With The Suicide Of 
Her Gay Son 

Written by Leroy Aarons 

Published by Harper San Francisco, 
1995. 
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Saladino and his outrageously painful 
offering J’/l Always Be Anthony. 
(Should’ve been a glaring clue right there.) 

In an era of therapeutic excess, this 
filmmaker has managed to distance 
himself from the pack by turning routine 
childhood torment and the daily politics of 
gay life into a whine-festival of epic 
proportions. From a technical and artistic 
standpoint anyone could have made this 
film. Unfortunately, Anthony Saladino 
was the one to do so, having gotten over 
the many hurdles young directors face 
when embarking on a project. We all 
would have been better off if he had 
utilized the time and resources at his 
disposal to do something truly worth- 
while—get over himself and the trivial 
neuroses that made this all possible, for 
example. : 

Til Always Be Anthony is a nasty, 
pretentious video portrayal of a life more 
ordinary; where Saladino believes he’s 
being poignant and profound he is, in 
reality, just dull and obvious, as irritating 


As some of us might be 
aware, not all gay literature is 
filled with feather boas, party 
hats and rainbows. Some litera- 
ture cuts hard and deep into the 
heart with the sharp knife of 
reality. 

Prayers For Bobby is a 
moving story about a mother, 
Mary Griffith, coping with the 
suicide of her son. Bobby, a 
handsome twenty-year-old, 
couldn’t come to grips with his 
sexuality as he sought accep- 
tance from his family. As a 
result, he jumps off an overpass 
in Portland, Oregon, and into the 
path of a tractor trailer. 

In essence, this book is 
comprised of two stories. One, a 
young man’s struggle with life 
and his ultimate defeat. The 
second, the story of his mother, 
who not only has to deal with the 
loss of her son, but also the fact 
that she played the largest part in his 
suicide. 

The author chose to write this book 
based on stories he had collected from 
Bobby’s family members, and readings 
from the deceased’s personal journal. 
Interviews with Mary Griffith feature 
prominently in the body of the text. Mary, 
a wife, mother of four, and a strict 
Presbyterian, led a simple middle class life 
in Walnut Creek, CA. Her life was happy in 


and melodramatic as a twelve-year-old’s 
poetry. If this “effort” were the only gay 
cinema we were ever exposed to, we might 
even find ourselves in agreement with the 
scarlet-necked rantings of individuals such 
as U.S. Senator Jesse Helms. 

The only redemption /’/l Always Be 
Anthony offers (once the pathetic melodra- 
matic flailings of childhood are dispensed 
with) is the fact that grown-up Anthony 
and his humpy love interest (Vincent 
Prezioso as Boxey Scarponi) possess a 
certain Guido charm, making them at least 
visually appealing with the sound turned 
down. Way down. 

Rent it for a cruel laugh or as a 
tangible warning of what happens when 
indulgence becomes a personal religion. 
Saladino may always be Anthony, but let’s 
hope he’s gotten this filmmaker thing out 
of his system. 

This video review is sponsored by 
Video & Sound, 414 Centre Street S, 
which features Calgary’s largest selection 
of gay dramatic movies. 


all ways except when it came to Bobby, 
who came out to his family when he was 
sixteen years old. For Bobby, coming out in 
a religious household was not an easy task: 
at the time, Bobby’s family believed that 
homosexuality was a mortal sin. We learn 
that Mary, over a period of four years, 
quoted the Bible in hopes of converting her 
son into a straight God-fearing Christian. 
This nagging had no effect on Bobby’s 
sexuality; rather, it turned him into a very 
unhappy young man, full of revulsion and 
self-hatred. An excerpt from his journal 
sums up his feelings: 

I am evil and wicked. I want to spit 
vulgarities at everyone I see. I am dirt; 
harmful bacteria grows inside me... I was 
innocent, trusting and loving. The world 
has raped me ‘til my insides are shredded 
and bleeding. My voice is small and 
unheard, unnoticed. Damned. 

After Bobby’s death, Mary faces her 
church and their hatred towards homosex- 
uals, realizing that not only was the 
church’s position wrong, but so too was 
hers. She realizes that had she channeled 
some of her negative energy into loving her 
child, telling him that she loved him and 
that he was not a sinner, he might still be 
alive today. 

Since this revelation, Mary now spends 
a great deal of time working to save the 
lives of young gay teens, those not loved as 
they should be, through PFLAG (Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays). She speaks frequently, and 


Religion and remorse 


whenever she can, telling Bobby’s story. 
We found this book to be incredibly 
moving; whether brought up in a religious 
household or not, everyone can relate to this 
story and its characters. We have all come 
out, or are in the process of coming out, and 
at one time or another, on the road to accep- 
tance, we all have looked towards important 


_ family members for affirmation. Although 


he has worked as a national correspondent 
for the Washington Post and was executive 
editor of the Oakland Tribune, Prayer For 
Bobby is Leroy Aaron’s first book. 

We thank A Woman’s Place Bookstore 
for this month’s selection and for providing 
Calgary with a great selection of other gay 
and lesbian titles. 
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